
Nature’s Sure Connected -  
Bugs Matter Survey  
 

Take part in this survey to help us understand 
wildlife declines. Insects are a critical component of 
our life support system. Without them clean air,  
water, food and a healthy environment are threatened.  
We need to act now to understand what is happening to them. 
 
Why is this survey important? 
Recent scientific research has shown that in Europe, flying insects have declined by 75%. In the UK we simply don’t have the data to 
assess these trends for most insects. Anecdotally many people recall that they used to clean far more squashed insects from their 
cars in the past. These are very worrying statistics, not only for insects but also for the huge number of plants and animals  
(including humans) that depend on insects for food, pollination and other essential functions. Without them clean air, water, food 
and a healthy environment are threatened, and we need to act now to understand what is happening to them and work towards a 
Wilder Kent. 
Insect-eating bird species such as the spotted flycatcher have declined by 93%, grey partridge by 92%, nightingale by 93%, and 
cuckoo by 77%. The red-backed shrike, a specialist predator of large insects, became extinct in the UK in the 1990s. Even birds 
which feed on seeds still need to feed their young on protein-rich insects, and the consequences not only for birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, bats, and insect eating insects such as dragonflies, and us, are frightening. Insects are a critical component of our life 
support system. A million species of insect are known worldwide (compare that with just 5,400 mammals) and 27,000 are found in 
the UK.  
 
How can I help? 

 You can help us understand what is happening to insect numbers in Kent on any journey you take during June, July and August 

2019 by counting the number of insects that get squashed on the vehicles number plate.  

 Any journey within Kent will give us valuable data – simply driving to work or school is perfect. Shorter journeys will help us 

understand the differences in insect numbers in different parts of the county. Journeys must start and end in Kent. 

 Ideally each journey should take place in dry weather, as rain may wash insects off the number plate.  

What do I need to do? 

 Email alana.skilbeck@kentwildlife.org.uk to register for the survey and we will send you a counting grid (don’t forget to include 

your address) or alternatively visit BUGS MATTER to download one and cut out the grid yourself, or visit a KWT visitor centre to 

pick up a counting grid. 

 The counting grid is divided into six smaller squares simply to make counting easier. 

 Download a recording form below (either spread sheet or print a paper copy). 

 Before you start your journey: 

o Wash and dry the number plate. 

o Set the odometer to zero (or make a note of the mileage). 

o Begin your journey and make a mental note of the road classes you use (single track, two lane A or B road, dual 

carriageway/motorway).  

 When you reach your destination: 

o Park in a safe place to count any insects. 

o Hold the counting grid roughly over the middle of the front number plate and estimate the total number of insects you 

can see on the number plate through the grid.  

o Make a note of the end time and mileage.  

o Fill in the recording form with the required details and send it to alana.skilbeck@kentwildlife.org.uk. You can post paper 

forms to Tyland Barn, Sandling, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3BD.   

While we welcome paper forms, if you can use the spread sheet and email it to us you will save us time and money and 

help speed up analysis of the data. 

mailto:alana.skilbeck@kentwildlife.org.uk
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/volunteering-opportunities/bugs-matter-volunteer
mailto:alana.skilbeck@kentwildlife.org.uk


 

SAFETY – remember to take care to park in a safe place to count. Children should only take part in this survey under adult 

supervision. 

Every journey counts! 

 Even if you get zero insects on your number plate this is useful data, so please send us details of these journeys too.  

 You can submit a count for just one journey, or as many journeys as you like between June and August. Sending us repeat data 

from a route you drive regularly will be particularly useful. 

Downloads 
Recording form – spread sheet   
Recording form – printable version 
Counting grid – for you to print and cut out – or ask us to send you one in the post. To improve durability try sticking the grid to a 
piece of card before cutting out the holes.  

 

Many thanks for taking park in the Kent Wildlife Trust Bugs Matter survey. 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-05/NSC%20flying%20invert%20recording%20spreadsheet.xlsx
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-05/NSC%20flying%20invert%20recording%20form_0.pdf
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-05/Splatometer%20Qcad%20export_0.pdf

