(Sites of Nature Conservation Interest)

Criteria for Selection
and Delineation

Version 1.3

February 2006

Mg Kent Wildlife Trust
LICEM| on behalf of the Kent Biodiversity Partnership




Local Wildlife Sites in Kent

Sites of Nature Conservation Interest

Criteria for Selection
and Delineation

Adopted by Kent Biodiversity Partnership
9 February 2006

Version 1.3

(Incorporates corrected figures on extent of key ha bitats
and modified criteria for neutral grassland)

© Kent Wildlife Trust 2006

g

o
Kent
wildlife ‘
Trust

Kent Wildlife Trust
Tyland Barn, Sandling
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3BD

Tel: 01622 662012
info@kentwildlife.org.uk
Charity no. 239992

Artion for Keeds wildlifs



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Deliniea v1.3 Adopted Feb 2006

Contents

Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Criteria for Seleoti and Delin€ation ...........cc.uuuuviiriiirieeeeeeieiirieeeerr e re e e e e e e e e e e e s s annnns 1
L 0] 01 =7 01O 1
T 0T [T o RPN 2
LU 0T 1T TN ) 1 T ES T [ Yo U L4 T= T ) SO 2
JLICE 110 [ o 2SR 2
PUrpose Of LOCAl WIlAIIE SItES ........ciii i ceeeee oo e et e e e e e et e e e e e e e aaeeeeeeesee s e s sanannnenneeeeeeeees 3
Criteria for selection Of LOCal WilAIIfe SItES ......ciiiiiiiieiie e e e e e e e e e e s e e s e e s e e annnareeeeeees 4

AN E= LN = 1 =T PSR
= 1411/
TN £ PR
=T 11 PP
JLID 7 (0= 1L =TSSP
=T oT0] (o L= I 1) (o YOS
Position in an Ecological Unit
Potential Value........cccccccvvvvvneeenni
Intrinsic Appeal.............ccooeeeennnnee.
Y o] 0] o €T 1T - USSP
Selection of Wildlife Sites based on habitat fEaSUL............cccuuuiiiiiiiiiice s e r e e e e e e e e e eesennns 9
2T = (o (=T 1Y =T IR0 o T | =T o Vo PSRt 9
Wood-pasture and PArkland .............coooiiiiiiiiii i a e e e e e e e e e e e a e —————————— 13
L o] - o £ 14
o o o = T3S F= U o OSSP 15
Lowland CalCar€0US GrasSSIANd..............uuceeeeeeiiriieeiieiiteeteeeee e e e e e st e s is s sss s raerereeerteaaeaaeaeeaeesaasanasaasessennrerrenneeseees 16
N T U L0 [r= 1511 =T o PR
[ (= 11 1= U o O
Fen, marsh and swamp
Standing open water..........cccvvveeeeeren..
LU ] 1T 0 1= L (= PSP
(@10 1S3 = | 4 = 01 - £ RS

Biodiversity Action Plan species
[0 )V gl o] = Va1 €S3R= 1aTo I 10V
RV T o0 = T =T £ SETPUPRRP
V=T =] o= 1= TSP PRRRT

L0 4] 00 1] (=TS (= SO
DLy [TaTeT= o T IR0 i o Yo TUT Lo F= Vg =T




Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

Introduction

1)

2)

3)

4)

In the UK, those sites and areas considered td thee@reatest importance for nature
conservation are protected in law as Sites of Sp&aientific Interest (SSSIs). SSSIs which are
of international significance are in many case&giadditional protection as Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (3PARamsar Sites.

However, it is recognised that features and sitesgoificant nature conservation interest exist
outside the network of statutorily protected wilellareas. It is also recognised that the
protection and conservation of this wider natuneseovation interest is essential to the
maintenance of the UK’s natural heritage, to tH@eaement of national and local biodiversity
targets, and to making sure everyone has accegfdtplaces and natural countryside. One
established method for the conservation of wildhfgside of statutory sites is the identification
and designation of local wildlife sites, sometincafied Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
(SNCIs) or Sites of Importance for Nature Conseove(SINCSs).

The current Planning Policy Guidance Note on Na@oaservation (PPG9) sets out the
importance of local wildlife sites to the conserwatof UK biodiversity, and places a duty on
local planning authorities to recognise and prosech places. In addition, DEFRA is currently
preparing guidance on the creation and managenfisgstems for identifying and protecting
local wildlife sites. The DEFRA guidance stated tbaal wildlife sites ‘can play a vital role in
delivering local, regional and national biodiveysit. targets, which contribute to public
enjoyment of nature and quality of life.’

In Kent, local wildlife sites have been identifiadd designated by Kent Wildlife Trust since
1985. There is now a network of nearly 500 sitethéncurrent administrative areas of Kent,
Medway, Bromley and Bexley. The sites cover a totaround 35 000 hectares, or roughly 9%
of the county’s land area. The current system entification of sites is recognised and
supported by English Nature, the Environment Age@nt County Council, Medway Unitary
Authority, and the various district councils.

Purpose of this document

5) This document presents an updated procedure fodéndification of wildlife sites in Kent. In
doing so, it draws on current best practice, assein the emerging DEFRA guidance, and
recognises the need for a robust system whichléstalwithstand rigorous scrutiny. The
document sets out:

a) The purpose of local wildlife sites;

b) A set of clear criteria for identifying sites ofcll wildlife importance on the basis of the
habitats and species present;

c) A new and more accountable process for consultmtipe designation of local wildlife
sites; and

d) How information on the boundaries and special festof local wildlife sites is to be
presented and disseminated.

Terminology

6) In line with the emerging DEFRA guidance, the télocal Wildlife Site’ will be used where

the term ‘Site of Nature Conservation Interest’ wasd previously.
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Purpose of Local Wildlife Sites

7) In April 2000, the Local Sites Review Group of then DETR (now Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) defined them} objective of a Local Sites system as
follows:

“The series of non-statutory Local Sites seeksguee, in the public interest, the conservation,
maintenance and enhancement of species, habiaisgical and geomorphological features of
substantive nature conservation value. Local §d&ems should select all areas of substantive
value including both the most important and the tdastinctive species, habitats, geological
and geomorphological features within a nationajiceal and local context. Sites within the
series may also have an important role in continiguio the public enjoyment of nature
conservation.”

8) The emerging DEFRA guidance makes it clear thatabwservation, maintenance and
enhancement’ of species and habitats should be\aahi
a) By local wildlife sites systems having regard te thrgets and priorities set out in national
and local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPSs); and
b) Through the identification of sites and provisidrpootective policies in Local Development
Plans, and, where appropriate, through policiestincture Plans or in Regional Planning
Guidance.

9) The primary purposes of the Local Wildlife Sitesteyn are therefore:
a) To help secure the protection of nationally and laally threatened habitats and species,
particularly where these are identified in the UK and Kent Biodiversity Action Plans.
b) To clearly identify sites of substantive nature coservation value which should be
protected from damaging development.

10)The reference in the DEFRA guidance to ‘maintenamzbenhancement’ indicates a third
purpose, which is
a) To provide a framework for the targeting of managenent work, advice, grant aid and
other activities in order to secure the effectiveanservation of the most important
features of Kent’s biodiversity.

11)There is a fourth purpose implicit in any systemtfe identification of Local Wildlife Sites.
Such a system relies on a clear understandingeatdhinty’s biodiversity, and how it is
changing. The fourth purpose could therefore beesged as
a) To provide a clearer understanding of the nature ad importance of Kent’'s wildlife
habitats, and the ways in which these change ovante.
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Criteria for selection of Local Wildlife Sites

12)The emerging DEFRA guidance states:
‘A Local Site system should be seen as an infoinatbol for identifying the suite of sites
within a local area that contribute significantbythe natural capital of the area. This implies
that all sites which meet the local criteria shduddselected as Local Sites ... Whether a site is
selected as a Local Site should depend primarilgysomature conservation interest (present or
potential), not on any specific intended use ofdite.

‘All Local Sites should have substantive ecologmageological quality otherwise the Local

Site system as a whole may be devalued. If asiet of natural or semi-natural interest but
primarily of recreational use, then it should betpcted under recreational and open space

planning policies and not policies that relate &tune conservation.’

13)In judging whether a site is of ‘substantive ecatafjvalue’, it is considered appropriate to use
the so-called Ratcliffe Criteria which were devedms part of the Nature Conservation Review
which initially established the UK’s network of SISSThese criteria are as follows:

a) Primary criteria

1) TheNaturalnessof a site.

i) TheSizeof a site or of a population of a particular speci

iii) TheRarity of habitats or species, or of a particular assagégbr community of species,
present on a site.

Iv) TheDiversity of a site in terms of species or habitats present.

v) TheFragility of a site or of a population of a particular spscthat is, its vulnerability
to damage.

vi) TheTypicalnessof a particular site or habitat, that is, how wetkepresents a particular

type.

b) Secondary criteria
i) TheRecorded History of a site, which can add considerable scientidiltig.
i) The site’sPosition in an Ecological Unit that is, how it contributes to the wildlife
interest of a wider area.
iii) ThePotential Value of a site, that is, whether its value to natunesewsvation could be
readily enhanced.
iv) Thelntrinsic Appeal of a site, that is, its wider social and culturaaning.

Naturalness

14)The most important sites are those showing religtivatural assemblages of plants or animals.
However, in applying this criterion it must be rgogsed that, with the possible exception of
some coastal habitats, no part of Kent can be deresil as more than semi-natural, because of
the long history of economic land management iaiBri

15)Nonetheless, it is normally easy to recognise tfierdnce between a semi-natural habitat and
an entirely artificial one. In a semi-natural habithe species composition is the result of a
natural response to human management practicas. artificial habitat, the most or all of the
species present will have been deliberately intteduor deliberately favoured through highly
intensive management.

16)As might be expected, the most important habitatsvildlife are those which are most natural.
Thus a high value is placed upon:
a) Semi-natural woodland;
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b) Water courses and wetlands which have not beerilheaadified; and

c) Unmanaged or unprotected coastal habitats.

Within anthropogenic habitats, it is the more nalttypes which have the highest value, so that

all the following are important:

d) Grassland which has not been agriculturally impdove

e) Atrtificial ponds and lakes which have been natyratllonised by wild plants and/or
animals.

17)1t must, however, be recognised that artificialitetb may also be of high value for wildlife.

This is perhaps a more exceptional occurrencewhnsemi-natural habitats. Nonetheless
there are a number of very rare plant species wdmelargely or entirely associated with arable
cultivation. In addition, there is growing recogoit of the importance for biodiversity of some
post-industrial (‘brownfield’) sites: for some g including aculeate hymenoptera,
brownfield sites may be substantially more impdrtaan many, more natural sites.

Size
18)It is a good general rule that larger areas oftatifand larger populations of important species)

are more important for biodiversity than smallezaa of the same habitat. However, the
emerging DEFRA guidance is that all sites of sutista nature conservation value should be
protected as Local Wildlife Sites, suggesting 8ia¢ is not a consideration in itself, and that
even very small areas of very important habitatseall populations of rare species) may be
protected.

19)In practice, there is likely to be a lower sizeitifor a Local Wildlife Site, although this will

vary with habitat type. The lower limit will be aggmined by:

a) The viability of the habitat unit (or populatiod.Local Wildlife Site should not be so small
that its important features could not be maintajree@n with appropriate management.

b) The size distribution of habitat parcels (or disergpecies populations) in the county. Where
a large number of small patches (or discrete poipunis) constitute only a small proportion
of the total area of a particular habitat (or t@apulation of a species), designation of all
those patches would place a disproportionate agtraive burden on the system. In this
case, a minimum practical size may be set as ammge between protecting as much as
possible of the habitat (or population) while mirsmg the use of administrative resources.
In making such a decision, consideration would rtedak given to the value of the habitat
type (or species) concerned: where a habitat @ciep) was particularly rare, it might be
desirable to designate all remaining parcels (@ufadions).

Rarity
20)Habitat or species rarity is a key factor in deterng whether or not a particular area should be

designated as a Local Wildlife Site. Considerasbauld be given to rarity at a number of

scales, including:

a) International: i.e. species or habitats considefdeuropean significance.

b) National: i.e. UK Biodiversity Action Plan prioritgpecies or habitats; or habitats with a
total area in Britain of less than 10 000 hectanespecies considered nationally rare (UK
Red Data Book Species or Red List Birds of CongemaConcern).

c) County: i.e. species with a Species Action PlathéKent BAP; or habitats of limited
extent within Kent; or species included in the KBed Data Book; or plants recorded as
occurring in fifty or fewer 2km grid squares (DINTi¥trads) in Kent; or species or habitats
otherwise understood to be rare, scarce or atypiithin the county.

d) Natural Area: i.e. species or habitats not qualdyinder the above, but which are
considered particularly rare within the Natural A®ncerned.



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

Diversity

21)Sites of higher diversity are generally considerexe important than sites of lower diversity,
and it is reasonable to expect sites to reach amaim ‘diversity threshold’ if they are to be
considered as Local Wildlife Sites. However, cageds to be used in applying this criterion:

a) Some habitat types tend to be more diverse tharstivith habitats on acid substrates
being generally less diverse than those on caloarsabstrates (for instance, a high quality
acid grassland site may support fewer speciesdldmalk grassland site of lower quality).
Any threshold level for species richness must therappropriate to the habitat type
concerned.

b) Larger sites would be expected to be more divérae smaller sites.

c) The diversity must be appropriate. For instance dilersity of a chalk grassland site could
potentially be increased by ploughing up part sbithat ruderal species become
established, yet this would decrease its valuerefbee, consideration of species-richness
should be limited to those species which are ndynaakociated with the relevant habitat.

22)As well as the diversity of species, some constarahould be given to habitat diversity, so
that, for example, a site with a range of NVC hatitiypes (for instance a woodland which
grades from W10 oak- bracken-bramble woodland @hsls into W8 ash-maple-mercury
woodland on a chalk slope and thence to W6 aldelengoodland in wet valley bottom) might
be considered of greater importance than an eaguivakea of a single NVC type. Likewise, a
site with a diversity of soil types or underlyingajogy, might be considered of greater
importance that a site with uniform geology andssoi

23)The physical diversity of vegetation is also impott and can significantly influence the

diversity of animal species supported by a site.example:

a) In grassland, a certain proportion of scrub, vanmain sward height, variety of slope and
aspect, and a certain proportion of bare ground lmeaynportant.

b) On heathland, variety of shrub height, a mosagra$sland and dwarf shrubs, and a
proportion of bare ground are all likely to be imiamt.

c) In woodlands, the presence of open spaces, a capigjered structure, and a range of tree
ages are all likely to be important.

Fragility
24)This is best thought of as vulnerability to changéo damaging influences. Certain habitats are
intrinsically more fragile than others, and forttheason are more worthy of designation as

Local Wildlife Sites. For example

a) Woodland are relatively stable and resistant toatgenalthough in certain situations, for
example where visitor pressure is high, they mambee susceptible to trampling damage
than grasslands.

b) Grasslands are vulnerable to changes in managepatitularly where grazing pressure is
altered. Relaxation, and especially cessationraigg can lead to vegetation changes
which may be very difficult to reverse. Overgrazingy be equally damaging.

c) Heathland can be susceptible to visitor pressume can rapidly lose its interest if not
appropriately managed. Conversely, it can be agivelg easy habitat to restore, at least from
the point of view of its vegetation.

d) Wetland habitats can be very vulnerable to redastia water supply or groundwater levels.

25)Fragility also needs to take into account the @adewhich a habitat may be recreated.
Relatively stable habitats, such as ancient woalllaray be relatively resistant to damage, but
once lost are difficult or impossible to replace.
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26) The fragility of any populations of important spegis also a consideration. Most rare species
are rare precisely because of their vulnerabitityeicent and on-going changes in the natural
environment, and, where possible, considerationlshoe given to how the designation of a
Local Wildlife Site will compensate for this vulraaility.

27)The fragility of a habitat or particular speciegpplation is a consideration in the setting of the
boundary of an SNCI. It may be appropriate to idelland which is not itself of Local Wildlife
Site quality if this
a) Buffers the important features from damaging infices, for example by including a strip of
bankside vegetation along a water course; or
b) Provides some control over factors influencingdite, for the example by including a
spring or water course which feeds a wetland habita

Typicalness

28) The maintenance of biodiversity is not just serlogdhe protection of the rare or the vulnerable.
It is important that a Local Sites network include®d examples of the habitats typical of an
area, and helps maintain viable populations okflexies typical of an area. In considering what
is typical, consideration should be given to:
a) Habitats typical of the county;
b) Habitats typical of the relevant Natural Area; and
c) Habitats typical of each of the county’s geologmagdas.

Recorded History

29)A site may be important if it has been subjectastsurvey or biological recording to a
sufficient extent that it is able, or potentiallyl@, to yield useful scientific data about habitats
species or the effects of site management.

30)A site may also be important if it is known as astdrical location for a scarce or otherwise
important species or habitat and (a) either thatigs or habitat is still present or (b) that
species or habitat might be restored to the sitie &appropriate management.

Position in an Ecological Unit
31)Consideration should be given to the way in whidit@functions to support the biodiversity
interest of other important sites or the wider dogside. Thus an area of otherwise unsuitable
habitat might be identified as a Local Wildlife &it
a) It acts as a key link between other important afEasexample a narrow strip of woodland
connecting two larger sites known to support doehic
b) It complements other important habitats (for exanptrub or woodland which might
provide cover or refugia for amphibians in an aejggond; or
c) lItis a key local breeding site for a species whaghloits a wider area, such as a main
breeding pond for a meta-population of great ctestavts.

32)Value is also to be placed upon sites where twoane habitats occur adjacent to each other, as
the interactions and interfaces between the diftdnabitats will, in almost all cases, add to the
biodiversity interest of an area. In this casatea(sr part of a site) which otherwise might not
qualify for identification as a Local Wildlife Sitmay be designated if
a) The area of each of the constituent habitats isekite lower size limit for designation; or
b) Small areas of non-qualifying habitat occur withimatrix of qualifying habitat.

Potential Value
33)Consideration may be given to the potential, rathan actual value of a site, but only where
a) The potential of the site can be realised througbheme of management which is
practically possible;
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b) There is a real possibility that an appropriatéesysof management can be implemented in
the short to medium term; and

c) The site would qualify as a Local Wildlife Site wwrdbther criteria once its potential was
realised.

Intrinsic Appeal

34)This is a difficult criterion to assess properlyhMg it can be argued that the cultural and/or
social significance of a site might constitute pdrits nature conservation value, this is, in most
cases, likely to be a largely subjective assessnreatldition, the planning system provides
other mechanisms for the protection of land fotdtsl cultural or social value. It therefore
seems appropriate to avoid the use of this criterio

Applying the criteria

35)It is possible, and may in some cases be desirabégply the Ratcliffe Criteria individually to
a site. However, there is considerable value, @derly from the points of view of clarity and
consistency, in using the criteria to derive aodefiearer guidance relating to habitats and
species. This is set out below.
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Selection of Wildlife Sites based on habitat featur es

Broadleaved woodland

36)Without human interference, woodland would be theiral vegetation cover over most of the
British Isles. After the last ice-age, and priothe arrival of settled farming communities,
woodland may have covered 80 to 90% of the Briasid surface. As a result of human
activity, almost all this woodland disappearedthst, by the end of the £&entury, woodland
covered little over 4% of the British Isles. Thigaincreased over the"2@rimarily through
planting but also as a result of natural regenanads marginally productive pastures have been
abandoned.

37)Britain now has around 10% woodland cover. Howenerch of the wildlife interest of our
woodlands resides in those fragments of previogsigting woodlands which survived the
centuries of clearance. A distinction is therefmade between ancient woodland, defined as
woodland known to have been in existence sinceaast 11600, and woodland of more recent
origin.

38)Ancient woodland normally has a more natural commgliet of species, and a greater diversity of
species, than more recent woodland.

39)By combining data from the 2003 Kent Habitat Suraayg English Nature’s Provisional

Inventory of Ancient Woodlands, we find that

a) There are approximately 24842 hectares of ancienthand in Kent and Medway,
representing around 7% of the land surface;

b) This area consists of some 3560 individual blodksandland, although some of these
blocks are only separated from others by minorspad

c) The 991 woodland blocks of over 5 ha in extent mgk&9% of the total area of ancient
woodland in Kent;

d) The 1421 woodland blocks of over 2.5 ha in exteakenup over 95% of the total area of
ancient woodland in Kent;

e) The 1921 woodland blocks of over 1 ha in extentenak 99% of the total area of ancient
woodland in Kent

40)Woodland is probably the commonest type of semimahthabitat found in Kent: there is, for
example, fifteen times as much ancient woodlanacasgrassland in the county. Nevertheless,
ancient woodland covers only around 7.5% of Kelat'al surface, and continues to be lost
despite strongly protective planning policies. Téve capacity for dispersion of many plant and
invertebrate species associated with ancient woddiaeans that it is a particularly difficult
habitat to recreate.

41)Wet Woodland and Lowland Beech and Yew Woodlandoareity habitats in the UK BAP.
The BAP includes targets to maintain the curret¢mxof both these habitats. In Kent, only 231
ha of Wet Woodland and 557 ha of Lowland Beech¥ew Woodland were identified by the
2003 Kent Habitat Survey. It should be noted thada¥and need not be ancient to be
considered as Wet Woodland or Lowland Beech and Wmadland for the purposes of the UK
BAP.

42)The UK BAP give the following description of Wet \&dland:
Wet woodland occurs on poorly drained or seasona#ly soils, usually with alder, birch and
willows as the predominant tree species, but sonestincluding ash, oak, pine and beech on
the drier riparian areas. It is found on floodplainas successional habitat on fens, mires and
bogs, along streams and hill-side flushes, andeiaty hollows. These woodlands occur on a

9



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

range of soil types including nutrient-rich mineeald acid, nutrient-poor organic ones. The
boundaries with dryland woodland may be sharp @dgral and may (but not always) change
with time through succession, depending on thedigdical conditions and the treatment of the
wood and its surrounding land. Therefore wet womelguently occur in mosaic with other
woodland key habitat types (e.g. with upland misd or oakwoods) and with open key
habitats such as fens.

43)The UK BAP includes the following descriptions adiwland Beech and Yew Woodland:
Calcareous beech and yew woodland forms perhapscfabe total amount of lowland beech
and yew habitat type ... The canopy can include m&gtaf beech, ash, sycamore (hon-native),
yew and whitebeam. Oak is less common than inttiex beechwoods, and pure stands of yew
occur in places. Promotion of high quality beechdidviculture has often led to an artificial
dominance of beech. Characteristic uncommon or pga@ats can include boBuxus
sempervirensred helleborineCephalanthara rubraoralroot bitter-cres€ardamine bulbifera
and bird’s nest orchiflleottia nidus-avisin some areas, this woodland type occurs ascatei
mosaics with lowland mixed deciduous woods. Thenibapf stands have a high forest
structure. This type occurs on the limestone aradkcbutcrops in southern Britain e.g. chalk
scarps of the North and South Downs ...

Beech woodland on neutral-slightly acidic soils poises about 45% of the habitat. It is found
on heavier soils (pH 7 to 4) and often where thartage is poor or impeded. The boundary
with the other beech types is often defined bydpainage and soil texture; thus it is common

to find this type grading into one of the othergak stands tend to be dominated by beech, but
oakQuercus robuand sometime®. petreds a common associate. BramBlabus fruticosus
forms a characteristic ground layer. Often a shtayer is lacking, although holly can form a
second tier of trees, occasionally with yew. ViblkelteborineEpipactis purpurates a rare plant
found in this community. Mosaics with oak/ brackemaimble woodland are common, and in
some areas beech can be found colonising westdsnamads. This type tends to occur as high
forest or relict wood-pasture (with pollards), lesten abandoned coppice. It is common in (but
not confined to) the High and Low Weald.

44)Woodland is not generally considered to be a padity fragile habitat. However, many of the
important features of woodland are fragile:
a) Rides and glades quickly lose their interest ifrappgate management ceases;
b) Many important woodland species, such as dormause/ulnerable to fragmentation and
isolation; and
c) Woodland ground flora can be severely damaged bgsskve trampling or grazing pressure.

45) Ancient woodland is a relatively natural habitatgenerally rich in species (certainly when
compared to more recent woodland) and is verydtliffito recreate effectively. It is therefore
appropriate to consider all ancient woodland t@tbs&ubstantive nature conservation value,
unless it has become significantly damaged or diegkaHowever, for practical purposes, it is
considered appropriate to set a size thresholdites to be considered for SNCI status. This has
been set at 5 hectares in order to reduce to anabt level the number of woodland blocks
which will need to be considered for Wildlife Sgtatus while still capturing the majority of the
resource. Because this size threshold has be@uisdy for practical purposes, it may be
reasonable to revise it downwards at a future vewkthese criteria.

10
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wo1
Ancient woodland in Kent should be identified by réerence to the provisional inventory
produced by English Nature. Where a wood is not inidated as ancient in the provisional
inventory, it may nonetheless be considered as arat if
- It holds at least ten ancient woodland indicator secies drawn from the list in
Appendix 1,
OR
It holds at least five ancient woodland indicator pecies and includes other features
associated with ancient woodland, such as a sinuoastline or marginal woodbank;
OR
There is other clear, specified evidence that theawdland should be considered as
ancient.

WQO2
All blocks of ancient woodland of 5 ha or more in entinuous extent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites, unless
The tree and/or shrub element has been substantiglimodified by replanting;
OR
There are other clear and obvious reasons to believhat the wildlife interest of the site
has been lost or substantially damaged.

WO3
Blocks of ancient woodland which have been substaally modified by replanting should only
be designated as Wildlife Sites where
They provide a link between blocks of otherwise idated ancient woodland with a total
area of more than 5ha;
OR
Where they are EITHER over 5 ha in continuous extehOR are part of a larger
ancient woodland which qualifies as a Wildlife SiteAND
o They retain a typical woodland ground flora with atleast ten ancient woodland
indicator species drawn from the list in Appendix 1
OR
o They support an important species or assemblages sfpecies, such as woodland
orchids,
OR
o They form the matrix for an important network of wo odland rides and/or glades.

wo4
Blocks of ancient woodland under 5 ha in continuousxtent may be designated as Wildlife
Sites where
They are only narrowly separated from other ancientwoodlands, for example, by a
minor road of no more than two lanes, so that thegint area of these woodlands would
be 5 ha or more;
OR
They are linked to another woodland by a hedgerowraarea of scrub or secondary
woodland, so that the joint area of these woodlandsould be more than 5 ha, in which
case the connecting feature must be included withitne Wildlife Site boundary;
OR
There is a clear potential for linking the blocks hrough the restoration of hedges,
scrub or woodland;
OR

11
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They form part of a complex of separate but closelgpaced (i.e. 200m or less apart at
their closest point) woodlands of similar characterat least one of which is 5 hectares
or more in extent;

OR

They form part of a matrix of semi-natural habitats where the woodland contributes to
the overall nature conservation of the site, and wdre the matrix as a whole is
considered worthy of identification as a Wildlife $te;

OR

They consist of the UK BAP priority habitats of WetWoodland or Lowland Beech and
Yew Woodland;

OR

Where the site is considered particularly importantfor its recorded history.

WO5

Where the primary interest of a woodland is the nework of rides and glades within the
woodland matrix, for simplicity the boundary should be drawn around the woodland as a
whole. However, it should be made clear on the Wilde Site schedule where the particular
interest of the site lies.

WO6

All blocks of Wet Woodland or Lowland Beech and YewWoodland which are not ancient
woodland should normally be designated as Wildlif&ites providing that they are 5 ha or
more in continuous extent, or form part of a largerWildlife Site which is 5 ha or more in
continuous extent.

WQO7

Where a Wildlife Site has been selected on the baf its Wet Woodland, the boundary of the
site should, where appropriate, be drawn to encoms the water courses or water bodies
which support the habitat.

wo8
The boundaries of a Wildlife Site designated for & ancient woodland may include areas of
secondary or replanted woodland or scrub where thesare contiguous with the ancient
woodland AND
- They provide a connection with other blocks of aneint woodland or UK BAP priority
woodland habitats;
OR
They have the potential for colonisation by specieassociated with ancient woodland;
OR
They provide a link between the woodland and anothehabitat which qualifies for
Wildlife Site status;
OR
They are used by UK or Kent BAP Priority species, Mtionally Rare species, Nationally
Scarce species, Kent Red Data Book species, or athspecified, important species
associated with the woodland.
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Wood-pasture and parkland

46)Kent has some 2700 ha of land managed as pastwdiamal, according to the Kent Habitat
Survey. The associated grassland or ground vegetadiries, as shown below, but 2457 ha
(99%) of the total area is on agriculturally impeovgrassland.

Heathland 2.4 ha
Bracken 33 ha
Improved grassland 2665 ha

47)Wood pasture is a semi-natural habitat formed hgt@®rm grazing on previously wooded land
(though, in the case of parkland, this may have Imeienicked by deliberate planting of trees on
previously unwooded land). As a habitat, it mayioggpe conditions in natural woodlands where
large herbivores are present.

48)The combination of large, often old trees, and dpanitats often favours the development of
good lichen communities and may support assemblafggsecialised invertebrates associated
with dead wood. Rot holes in trees may be usedaby dnd hole-nesting birds.

49)The most important sites are those on heathlawth enimproved grassland, where there are
sufficient nectar-producing plants to support talastages of wood-boring beetles. Large, old
trees are also important, particularly veteranstiige. trees that are of large size for their
species, with a large amount of dead wood in tegg rot holes, crevices, etc.).

50)Wood pasture is vulnerable to a range of factoduding
a) Loss of grazing, leading to scrub and woodland kbgreent;
b) Agricultural improvement or over-grazing;
c) ‘Tidying up’ of dead wood or senescent trees; and
d) An absence of younger trees to replace those ibat d

51)Historically, wood pasture is likely to have beetygical, though perhaps uncommon, habitat in
Kent. Some currently wooded commons were almosaiody Wood Pasture in the past. Wood
Pasture also provides an intrinsically appealimgiégape, associated with large country estates.

52)There is a UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Wopdsture and Parkland, which includes
- Lowland wood-pastures and parklands derived frordienal forests and emparkments,

wooded commons, parks and pastures with treeeem.tsome have subsequently had a
designed landscape superimposed in the 16th tocEtturies. A range of native species
usually predominates amongst the old trees bukth@y be non-native species which have
been planted or regenerated naturally.
Parklands with their origins in the 19th centurylater where they contain much older
trees derived from an earlier landscape.
Under-managed and unmanaged wood-pastures withareteees, in a matrix of secondary
woodland or scrub that has developed by regenamadind/or planting.
Parkland or wood-pasture that has been converteatiter land uses such as arable fields,
forestry and amenity land, but where surviving reatdrees are of nature conservation
interest. Some of the characteristic wood-pasture parkland species may have survived
this change in state.

53) The UK BAP sets a target to maintain the curreterg and distribution of the total resource of
wood-pasture and parkland. In the Kent BAP, ther@tiarget to retain the best examples of
wood pasture in the county. The following policeae therefore appropriate to wood pasture
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and parkland habitats. Assessment of the importahaevood pasture or parkland site for
groups of plants and animals, as specified in VileRyw, should be based on appropriate expert
opinion.

WP1
All wood pastures and parklands on heathland or unnproved grassland should be selected as
Wildlife Sites.

WP2
Wood pasture or parkland on improved or semi-improwed grassland, or underused wood
pasture with veteran trees in a matrix of secondaryvoodland or scrub, or parkland or wood
pasture which has been converted to another use sld be selected as a Wildlife Site where
- A substantial number of trees, or a substantial prportion of the trees present, are old

and have an abundance of dead wood and/or rot hotes

OR

The trees support an important fungal or lichen floa;

OR

The trees support an important invertebrate fauna,

OR

The site supports an important bat roost or feedindghabitat;

OR

The site is important for birds;

OR

It is the best example of wood pasture in the relent Natural Area.

Orchards

54)The Kent Biodiversity Action Plan suggests thahattime of the Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey
in the early 1990s there were around 4000 ha ditibaally managed orchards in Kent.
Traditional orchards are generally composed of frees on non-dwarfing rootstocks, standing
in grassland which is often grazed by sheep. Iddii trees may be of considerable age, and the
orchard may be enclosed by hedgerows.

55)It is estimated that some 90% of Kent's traditiooiahards have been lost since the 1950s. The
relative costliness of managing and harvestingtioahl orchards makes them vulnerable to
agricultural improvement (including grubbing anglemting, or conversion to another use) or to
abandonment. The use of orchards for grazing honsgsalso be damaging, as horses may
browse the trees and strip bark.

56) The Kent Biodiversity Action Plan recognises thatlitionally managed orchards may be of
considerable importance for nature conservatigppasrting fungi, lichens, and a range of
common farmland bird species.

57)The Kent BAP has a target of halting the contindoss of old orchards. The following policy
is therefore appropriate.

OR1
All traditionally managed orchards should be desigated as Wildlife Sites where a substantial
number of trees, or a substantial proportion of thetrees present, are old and have an
abundance of dead wood and/or rot holes AND

The trees support an important fungal or lichen floa;

OR
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The site includes or supports other features of sugdbantive nature conservation value,
such as unimproved grassland or wide hedges.

Acid grassland

58) The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total @b 31a of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland. This is
distributed in scattered blocks along the Greengtdde, in the High Weald and on
Dungeness, with a few areas on acid substratdseoNdrth Downs. The 2003 Kent Habitat
Survey indicates that there are 186 blocks of gradsland over 0.001 ha in extent. The
following statistics have been derived concernhegse blocks:

Block size Total area % of total resource
>2 ha 280 ha 75

>1 ha 336 90

> 0.5 ha 360 96

>0.001 ha 375 100

59)Some 282 ha of acid grassland in Kent lies witkiisteng Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

60)Acid grassland is a semi-natural habitat formediazing over base-poor, freely draining
substrates. Its low productivity makes it vulneeata agricultural improvement, forestry, or
abandonment, resulting a rapid loss of biodivelisitgrest.

61)Lowland Dry Acid Grassland currently occupies justler 0.1% of the county land surface,
making it one of the county’s rarest habitat types.

62)Acid grassland, like heathland, was undoubtedlyeanmuch more common habitat on suitable
substrates in Kent, and should be considered yscal habitat of the Wealden Greensand, and
as a typical component of heathland in the High M/aad North Downs.

63) The sparse vegetation and loosely consolidatedrats of many acid grasslands mean that
they are vulnerable to physical disturbance. Altfoan element of bare ground is often
important for associated invertebrates, excesssatarthance can destroy vegetation and render
the ground unsuitable for burrowing insects.

64)Acid grasslands tend not to be especially diverderms of their flora, but rather support an
assemblage typical of the habitat type. A list lahp species associated with high-quality acid
grassland in Kent is given in Appendix 2.

65) Structural diversity is likely to be important inid grasslands, with scattered trees and shrubs
providing additional food sources or nesting/raugites for associated fauna.

66)Acid grassland can succeed quickly to scrub ofgyorsbirch, or may be rapidly colonised by
rosebay willowherb following a fire. However, agdassland is relatively easy to restore (it has
been suggested that some feHstucaAgrostisRumexgrassland has been periodically
cultivated), and it is therefore appropriate tdude within acid grassland Wildlife Sites areas
scrub, willowherb and bare ground which have thtem@al for restoration.

67)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Dry Acid Gesland has a target for the arrest of

depletion of this grassland type in the UK. Becanfshis, and because of the rarity of acid
grassland in Kent, the following policies are colesed appropriate.
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GAl

All areas of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland over 0.5 han extent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites. Areas designated as Wildlife Sitewould normally be expected to support a
suite of species from the list in Appendix 2.

GA2

All areas of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland up to 0.5 la in extent should be included as parts of
larger Wildlife Sites where they are contiguous wii other habitats which qualify for
designation.

GA3

Site boundaries should include any areas of bare gund, scrub, or other vegetation which
could potentially be restored to acid grassland owhich might contribute to the biodiversity
interest of the acid grassland habitat.

GA4
On acid grassland sites managed as wood pasture awith mature, native trees, the trees
should be considered an important element of the bdiversity interest of the site.

Lowland Calcareous Grassland

68) The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total 8 ha of Lowland Calcareous Grassland
(chalk grassland) larger than 0.001 ha in extastriduted between over nearly individual
blocks. This total area represents around 5% ahaditing Lowland Calcareous Grassland in the
UK. The UK BAP identifies fragmentation and redoctin size of sites as being a key factor
negatively affecting this habitat. Statistics oraage of size classes of blocks of chalk grassland
in Kent are presented below; it is notable thay @% of all sites are 10 ha or more in extent.

Block size Number of sites % of all sites Totalaare % of total resource
>/=10 ha 23 3 447 ha 27
>/=5 ha 80 12 843 ha 61
>/=2 ha 222 32 1290 ha 78
>/=1 ha 374 55 1510 ha 91
>/=0.5 ha 506 74 1608 ha 97
>/=0.001 ha 684 100 1658 ha 100

69)Some 567 ha of chalk grassland in Kent lies withirsting Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
This represents about 34% of the total resourtedrcounty.

70)Chalk grassland is has undergone a rapid declie&tent over recent decades. One study
quoted in the UK Habitat Action Plan, showed a rtidin in area of 20% on sampled sites in
the fourteen years between 1966 and 1980. Chadisigwad can be entirely destroyed by
conversion to arable (although this is now covethigyEIA regulations) or built development.
However, much recent loss is due to neglect. Rehadvgrazing from chalk grassland results in
changes in the sward, which may be difficult toemse, and eventually to encroachment by
scrub, although it may be some decades beforataleist is lost from the site.

71)Analysis of changes to existing Wildlife Sites seygd during the period 1996 to 2002 shows
that around 102 ha of chalk grassland was notéaéag been damaged or lost since the sites
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were first designated. Of this area, 46% was sigricultural improvement or conversion to
arable, and 13% was lost to built development. @ftywas noted as having degraded due to
lack of management.

72)The development of scrub may lead to deeper seilgldping, so that scrub clearance may not
immediately restore the habitat conditions whickofa typical chalk grassland plant species. In
addition, most of these species fail to persishenseed bank, so that restoration of a badly
degraded site may be a very long term process.

73)Chalk grassland is typically rich in herbaceouspspecies. Typical chalk grassland which has
not been improved agriculturally would probablyebgected to hold at least ten of the indicator
species listed in Appendix 3. There is probablysitpre relationship between the number of
indicator species and the size of a site, so tlhaa site, of, say, 10 ha or more, might be
expected to support fifteen or more indicator sp&ci

74)The structural diversity provided by scrub may #althe biodiversity interest of chalk grassland
sites. The scrub which typically develops on clialkssland sites is typically species-rich in
itself, although species-poor hawthorn scrub camtally come to dominate. Species-rich
scrub is of nature conservation interest in its oight, providing habitat for a range of insect
species. However, even species-poor scrub can\edud, particularly as cover for
herpetofauna (the grass/scrub interface providesitant basking habitat for lizards and
shakes), and by protecting grazing-intolerant gse(such as man orchid) from grazing animals.

75)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Calcareous&sland has a target for the arrest of
depletion of this grassland type in the UK. The KRiodiversity Action Plan currently includes
a target to protect as Wildlife Sites all unimprdwahalk grassland sites over 2ha in extent,
although this would only result in protection ofbalb 83% of the total resource in Kent
(including all chalk grassland in existing SSSIs)order to maximise the amount of chalk
grassland protected, and to ensure that whiclhoiegted is of sufficient quality, the following
policies are appropriate.

GC1
All areas of contiguous Lowland Calcareous Grasslahof 10 ha or greater in extent should be
designated as Wildlife Sites in order to prevent frither fragmentation of the largest sites.

GC2

Areas of Lowland Calcareous Grassland over 2.0 ha iextent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites if they support ten or more of the talk grassland indicator species listed in
Appendix 3.

GC3
All areas of Lowland Calcareous Grassland up to 2.68a in extent should be included as parts
of Iarger Wildlife Sites if
They are contiguous with other habitats which quafly for designation;
AND
They support five or more of the chalk grassland idicator species listed in Appendix
3.
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GC4
A chalk grassland site dominated by scrub, or witha substantial proportion of scrub, may be
designated as Wildlife Site, providing that the sarb is of the species-rich type associated
calcareous substrates and
There is potential for restoration to increase tharea of chalk grassland present;
OR
The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity
interest of the site.

GC5

A Wildlife Site designated for its chalk grasslandnay include species-poor scrub providing

that
- There is potential for restoration to increase tharea of chalk grassland present;

OR

The species-poor scrub does not constitute more thane-quarter of the overall area of

the site;

OR

The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity

interest of the site.

Neutral grassland

76)The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total 8291 ha of neutral grassland. However, of
this only around 71 ha (0.5%) consists of the fisidrabitat type, Lowland Meadows. A further
587 ha (4.5%) of the total has been identifiedpgesi®s-rich neutral grassland.

771t is therefore clear that high-quality neutralggiand is actually a very rare habitat. This
suggests that consideration should be given tgdasng semi-improved neutral grassland (i.e.
grassland that has been modified by the use dliZers, herbicides, reseeding or intensive
grazing). The Integrated Habitat Survey, upon wihieghmost recent Kent Habitat Survey was
based, does not classify grassland as ‘semi-imgfpualike the Phase One methodology which
underpinned the previous Habitat Survey. Howeves, possible to determine that some 6269
ha of grassland currently identified as neutrasglia@nd was, in the previous Habitat Survey,
identified as semi-improved. Of this some 2300 jyears to be coastal grazing marsh, leaving
some 3942 ha of other semi-improved neutral gradsl@his other semi-improved neutral
grassland is distributed over more than 2000 bloo&arly three-quarters of which are less than
2 ha in extent. The distribution of size classagiven in the following table.

Block size Number of sites % of all sites Totalaare % of total resource
>/=50 ha 1 <1 67 ha 2
>/= 25 ha 5 <1 205 ha 5
>/=10 ha 64 3 1123 ha 28
>/=5 ha 175 8 1867 ha 47
>/=2 ha 563 27 3085 ha 78

78)lt is therefore clear that if the all the unimprdwend species-rich neutral grassland, and all
blocks of semi-improved neutral grassland over 5@ covered by a protective designation,
this would still represent only the best 20% of tbhenty’s neutral grassland resource.
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79)Neutral grassland is particularly susceptible tacadfural improvement, as it responds well to
fertilizers and, unlike, for example, chalk grasslais usually on ground accessible to the
plough. As a result, loss of unimproved neutrakgi@nd has been substantial: the Kent
Biodiversity Action Plan quotes a 97% decreasada & the UK between the 1930s and the
1990s. The special interest of grazing marsh igdegnt on the local water regime, and can be
severely affected by improved drainage. Figuremsiftioe 1995 Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey
show less than 500 ha of unimproved neutral gradstathe county, although differences in
survey techniques make this figure difficult to ckagainst the 2003 survey data. Nonetheless,
this does suggest that high quality neutral grasistdnould be treated as a rare habitat, and that
consideration should be given to protecting thetnmportant examples of semi-improved
neutral grassland.

80)It is considered that when selecting neutral gesssWildlife Sites, the emphasis should be on

selection of sites which would normally be consedeas unimproved, that is,

a) Where there is evidence that the site has a lastgryiof being managed unintensively and
without reseeding, the addition of artificial féi#ers or use of herbicides;

b) Where the grassland does not appear to have hieeedalor has only been slightly altered,
by artificial drainage, or by the application olsgieides or fertilisers;

c) Where the sward is generally species-rich and dedisuite of species from the list in
Appendix 4;

d) Where perennial rye grakslium perennend/or white cloveTrifolium repensare
infrequent or rare;

e) Where ant-hills are frequent; and/or

f) Where several species of wax caps, fairy clubsastrgmycetes are present.

81)If neutral grassland which does not meet the alooteria is to be considered for Local Wildlife

Site status, then some care does need to be w@lemstre that sites are of sufficiently high

value before the designation is confirmed. Sitesikh

a) Where the grassland does not appear to have begsulestantially altered by artificial
drainage, or by the application of pesticides diligers;

b) Be reasonably floristically diverse, with a rand@ass and forb species (ideally including
species from the list in Appendix 4); and

c) Not have abundant perennial rye grasBum perenner white cloverTrifolium repens

82)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Meadow hasgeyet for the arrest of depletion of this
grassland type in the UK, while a target of the KBAP is to prevent the further loss of
species-rich neutral grassland. Both the UK andt B&Ps have targets to maintain the existing
extent of coastal grazing marsh. The followingget are considered appropriate for the
selection of neutral grassland Wildlife Sites.

GN1
All areas of unimproved neutral grassland should belesignated as Wildlife Sites.

GN2
Other areas of neutral grassland should be consided for selection as Wildlife Sites where
they are contiguous with larger areas of unimprovedyrassland, where forbs are well
represented within the grassland (especially whertnese are species listed in Appendix 4) and
where
The grassland area under consideration contribute® the nature conservation value of
the unimproved grassland (for example, where it preides additional habitat for key
species found on the unimproved grassland);
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OR

Where it is reasonable to believe that there is pential for enhancement of the
biodiversity interest of the grassland;

OR

Where the grassland is contiguous with ancient wodand, standing water or running
water which qualifies as a Wildlife Site in its owrright.

GN3
Neutral grassland sites which do not meet the critea for unimproved grassland may be
selected as Wildlife Sites where they form all orgrt of an extensive area of grazing marsh
important for breeding or wintering birds, OR where the grassland does not consist of sown
grassland AND it supports

One or more scarce species of terrestrial or aquatiinvertebrates;

OR

An important network of wet dykes.
Where a Wildlife Site is selected for its wet dykeshe dykes should qualify as Wildlife Sites in
their own right.

GN4

Where the primary interest of an area of neutral gassland is the network of dykes within the
grassland matrix, for simplicity the boundary shoul be drawn around the site as a whole.
However, it should be made clear on the Wildlife $& schedule where the particular interest of
the site lies.

GN5
A neutral grassland site dominated by scrub, or wh a substantial proportion of scrub, may
be deS|gnated as Wildlife Site, providing that
There is potential for restoration to increase therea of neutral grassland present;
OR
The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity
interest of the site.

Heathland

83)The Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey shows only 53 Hd_.owland Heathland. This is
characterised in the Integrated Habitat Surveyeggtation with a greater than 25% cover of
ericoid shrubs and/or dwarf gorséex minor The heathland is spread between 26 blocks, of
which only 15 blocks are larger than 0.5 ha. Thegdst contiguous area of heathland in Kent is
Dartford Heath, at 26 ha.

84)Heathland is a semi-natural habitat which devetmppoor, acid soils under a low level of
grazing. It is vulnerable to some extent to agtiocall improvement, and areas have been lost to
planting for forestry. However, a more serious déitie the abandonment of grazing, which
results in rapid succession to woodland.

85)Heathland is a rare and threatened habitat in #ealdd is listed in Annex 1 of the European
Habitats Directive. The UK Habitat Action Plan notbat the total area of Lowland Heathland
in the UK has declined by five-sixths since 1800KEnt, the rate of loss appears to have been
even higher: the area of heathland in the couniy/®8 is estimated at 1910 ha, giving a loss of
over 97%.

20



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

86)Heathland can probably be considered a typicalt&tabi the Greensand, on sands and gravels
in the High Weald, on Thames Terrace gravels andssand on surface deposits of sand and
gravel on the North Downs. It was probably onceasgomcomponent of many commons in the
west of the county, and might therefore be consuiersignificant part of the county’s cultural
history.

87)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Heathlandludes a target to maintain the existing
extent of this habitat. In the Kent BAP there taiaet to protect and enhance all existing
heathland. The following policies are thereforesidared appropriate.

HE1
All areas of Lowland Heathland should be selectedsaWildlife Sites.

HE2
The boundaries of heathland Wildlife Sites should & drawn to include
Any contiguous areas of acid grassland;
AND
Any contiguous stands of common gorsélex europaeusn acidic substrates.

HE3

Site boundaries should include any areas of scrulbpnifer plantation, secondary birch
woodland or other vegetation which could potentialf be restored to heathland or which might
contribute to the biodiversity interest of the healhland habitat.

Fen, marsh and swamp
88) The Kent Habitat Survey shows a total of 962 hienf marsh and swamp habitats. This area
includes
a) 471 ha of Reedbed (a UK BAP priority habitat), egient to 0.1% of the county area,;
b) 210 ha of other tall swamp vegetation, equivalert.02% of the county area;
c) 35 ha of Fen (a UK BAP priority habitat), equivalém 0.02% of the county area; and
d) 13 ha of rush pasture, equivalent to 0.003% otthaty area.

89)The Kent Habitat Survey includes nearly 985 bloakReedbed, of which more than one-third
are less than 0.01 ha (i.e. 100m2) in extent. iBhiesumably due to the abundance of reed as
an emergent species on the margins of water cqyrseds and lakes. There are only around
120 blocks of reed over 1 ha in extent, but theakemp over 70% of all the Reedbed habitat in
the county. Blocks of more than 2 ha make up 50%hefll Kent's Reedbed area.

90)The Kent Habitat Survey includes over 700 blocksatifswamp vegetation, though more than
three-quarters of these are less than 0.5 ha @mexthere are only 77 blocks of more than 1 ha
in extent, though these make up nearly 70% ofdted tesource in Kent.

91)The Kent Habitat Survey shows 115 blocks of Feretatgn, of which only 10 are over 1 ha in
extent. However, these 10 blocks make up over 708teaotal resource in Kent.

92)These are semi-natural forms of vegetation whictuoas stages in the hydroseral succession
from open water to dry woodland. The species coitipasof these habitats is generally
relatively natural.

93)Reedbed and other tall swamp vegetation often stsnsf more-or-less single species stands.
However, these stands are characteristic in theresgbarticularly in the case of reed, very
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large stands of which are important for a rangengiortant bird species. More
characteristically, fen, marsh and swamp habitetsiioas part of a wider wetland matrix which
includes open water, wet woodland and/or grazingslmand where there are likely to be
synergistic effects between the different habitpes.

94)Fen habitats are often, by contrast, species sighporting a large number of wetland plant
species on often rich in invertebrates.

95)Fen, marsh and swamp habitats tend to be rathglefras they
a) Rapidly succeed towards scrub and woodland inlsersce of appropriate management;
b) Are vulnerable to land drainage and water abstragtind
c) Are vulnerable to nutrient enrichment.

96)Relevant targets in the Kent BAP are
a) To prevent the further loss of species-rich magglagsland; and
b) To maintain the existing area of reedbed.

97)Relevant targets in the UK BAP are
a) Ensure that development schemes do not affechtbgrity or the conservation interest of
fens;
b) Ensure that development schemes do not affechtbgrity or the conservation interest of
reedbeds; and
c) Rehabilitate by the year 2000 the priority areasxi$ting reedbed (targeting those of 2ha or
more).

98)Given the very great rarity in the county of thaabitats, their fragility and their conservation
importance, the following policies are thereforesidered appropriate for fen, marsh and
swamp habitats.

FE1
All areas of reedbed, tall swamp vegetation, or fehabitat of 1 ha of more in extent should be
selected as Wildlife Sites unless the habitats hatkeen substantially damaged.

FE2

All areas of reedbed, tall swamp vegetation, or fehabitat up to 1.0 ha in extent, and which
have not been substantially damaged, should be inded as parts of larger Wildlife Sites
where they are contiguous with other habitats whiclgualify for designation.

FE3
Where possible, fen, marsh and swamp habitats shalibe selected as parts of larger Wildlife
Sites which include other qualifying habitats. Exarples would be
Reedbed and tall swamp vegetation around water boes in areas of grazing marsh;
OR
Areas of flood plain including rivers or streams, vet woodland and scrub, ponds as
well as swamp and fen habitats;
OR
Fen, marsh and swamp habitats around springs and laglwaters.

Standing open water
99)Standing open water occurs in Kent in ponds, ldkesuding former quarries), reservoirs, wet
dykes and ditches, and short lengths of formerlsaithe Kent BAP indicates that Kent holds
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a) Around 370 lakes;

b) Some 5000 ponds;

c) 2368 km of wet ditches and dykes; and
d) 265 ha of saline lagoons.

100) Lakes and reservoirs can be botanically rather,pEsprecially lakes that have developed in
deep quarries. Where the water is very deep, sugaderegetation does not generally establish
well, although deep water bodies can be impor@nCharophytes. However, large water
bodies may be important breeding and winteringsdibe wetland birds.

101) Ponds and wet dykes can be species rich, withgerahsubmerged, emergent and marginal
plant species. English Nature’s criteria for thieston of Sites of Special Scientific Interest
note that an exceptionally diverse freshwater ditolild be expected to hold at least 15
submerged, floating, emergent and/or wet bank @geties in a typical 20m stretch. A count of
10 to 14 species in 20m is considered ‘good’ (fackish ditches, the corresponding figures are
10 species and 6 to 9 species).

102) Ponds and ditches are vulnerable to eutrophicatahheavy shading, both of which can
result in a substantial loss of species-richnessvev¥er, even species-poor ponds can support
important species provided that habitat conditiamscorrect. For example, water voles will
make use of species-poor dykes on grazing marbleaesily shaded ponds may also not be
without interest, and can support specialised anspecies. Woodland ponds, for example, may
be used by palmate newts.

103) Bodies of standing water are typically found in tlmev Weald and High Weald, where
ponds are frequent, and, as wet dykes, in thergyamarshes of the North Kent coast, Stour
Valley and Romney Marsh. The species associatddstainding water vary across Kent, so
that, for instance, the water beetle communitiethefWantsum marshes are substantially
different to those on the Hoo Peninsula.

104) Saline Lagoons are considered a priority habitéhénUK BAP. The total area of saline
lagoons in mainland Britain appears to be arourid3t. Saline lagoons support a unique flora
and fauna adapted to brackish water conditionsatmitvulnerable to such factors as coastal
defence work, eutrophication, natural successiond,aatificial control of water levels. The UK
Habitat Action Plan for Saline Lagoons includeargét to maintain the current area of the
habitat.

105) The Kent BAP includes a target to retain the curaeea of standing open water in Kent.

106) The following policies are therefore appropriatestanding water habitats.
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SW1
When drawing the boundaries of Wildlife Sites selded for habitats other than standing
water, all ponds or other standing water within orcontiguous with the other habitats should
normally be included within the Wildlife Site. Exceptions should only be made where the
nature conservation function of the water body haseen seriously compromised by

Pollution, including nutrient run-off leading to eutrophication;

AND/OR

Intensive use for angling or amenity;

AND/OR

Some other factor.

SW2

All Saline Lagoons should be selected as Wildlifet8s, but they should normally support
some typical lagoon fauna and flora, such as tasseedsRuppiaspp. or lagoon cockle
Cerastoderma glaucurmand should not be significantly damaged by eutrdpcation or other
impacts.

SW3
Ponds, lakes or other water bodies (other than Sale Lagoons) should be selected as Wildlife
Sites in their own right where
They hold a suite of appropriate wetland plant speaes, which would normally be
expected to include two or more plant species whidcire considered rare or scarce in
Kent or in the UK as a whole;
OR
They are high quality examples of typical open watehabitat associated with a
particular Natural Area;
OR
In the case of dykes, they would be considered ‘gd'cor ‘excellent’ in the meaning set
out above;
OR
They are important for wild birds;
OR
They are important for other species of plants or aimals.

Running water
107) Kent contains part or all of six river catchmeritsese are
a) The Thames;
b) The Medway;
c) The Great Stour;
d) The Rother;
e) The Darent; and
f) The Dour.

108) There is great variety in the biodiversity interekthese rivers, depending on the geology of
the catchment and stream/river bed, and on salfheence. The Great Stour catchment, for
instance, includes a winterbourne, acid and chedidivaters, a stretch of chalk river, slow-
flowing eutrophic stretches with fens, and a tigituary. Each section has its own associated
species of plants and animals.
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109) The demands of agriculture and flood defence has@ninthat very few rivers and streams
can be considered to be very natural. Banks magibéorced, and few areas of natural or semi-
natural flood-plain vegetation remain.

110) Rivers and streams can be quite resilient to chgrayéicularly as up- and down-stream
colonisation can be rapid. However, they can kéldamaged by such factors as
a) Pollution, including diffuse pollution from agridulal land;
b) Bank modification and hard flood-defences;
c) Water abstraction from ground and surface waters;
d) Soil and silt run-off, particularly associated withilt development;
e) Culverting or impoundment.

111) Headwater streams, and their associated spedalish and flora, appear to be particularly
vulnerable, and their nature conservation impogasoften overlooked.

112) There is a UK Habitat Action Plan for Chalk RiveFis includes a target to maintain the
characteristic plants and animals of chalk riversluding their winterbourne stretches. The
Kent BAP includes a target to manage all catchmamismaintain them in a condition which
supports the full potential range of flora and faun

113) Running water is not an especially rare habité€ent, but
a) Relatively natural stretches are rare;
b) Chalk rivers are a UK priority habitat; and
c) Certain features, especially headwaters, are péatlyg fragile.
The following policies are therefore consideredrappate.

RW1
When drawing the boundaries of Wildlife Sites selded for habitats other than running
water, all streams or other running water within or contiguous with the other habitats should
normally be included within the Wildlife Site. Exceptions should only be made where the
nature conservation function of the water course heibeen seriously compromised by

Pollution, including nutrient run-off leading to eutrophication;

AND/OR

Intensive management for amenity or flood-defence;

AND/OR

Substantial modification of the banks;

AND/OR

Some other factor.

RW2

On each river catchment, the most natural stretchesf water course associated with each of
the different surface geologies and/or Natural Areashould be selected as Wildlife Sites.
These stretches should normally have well developasdbmerged, floating, emergent and
marginal vegetation, made up of appropriate plant pecies, and should be in the ‘Good’ water
quality class.

RW3
Springs and headwater streams should be selected\asldlife Sites where they represent the
best example of a headwater stream in for a partidar catchment and on a particular surface
geology and/or in a particular Natural Area, OR whee

They have not been substantially artificially alteed;
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AND
They flow at least seasonally in most years.

Stretches of chalk river should be selected as Wiite Sites where

RW5

The channel has not been significantly modified,;

AND

Where the water quality is in the ‘Good’ class;

AND

They support typical submerged, floating, emergenand marginal vegetation,
including river water crowfoot Ranunculus penicillatus

AND

Ideally where other typical chalk river species, icluding white-clawed crayfish
Austropotamobius pallipeand brown trout Salmo truttg also occur.

When boundaries are set for running water Wildlife Sites, they should include

At least all the bank as far up as the first majorbreak in the slope;

AND/OR

Where there is semi-natural vegetation at the topfdhe bank, a strip of this vegetation
at least 5m wide;

AND/OR

Any contiguous fen, marsh, swamp, or wet woodlanddbitats where these are present.

Coastal habitats

114)
a)
b)
c)
d)

115)

Kent holds the following coastal habitats which anerities under the UK BAP.
Maritime cliffs and slopes;

Coastal sand dunes;

Coastal vegetated shingle; and

Coastal saltmarsh.

In each case, the habitats are of sufficient ingram# to be almost entirely included within

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), asxghbelow. Note that the area measurement for
maritime cliffs and slopes is not entirely meanuigfs it does not take the angle of slope into

account.
Habitat type Total area in Kent  Area in SSSIs
Maritime cliffs and slopes 127 ha 126 ha
Coastal sand dunes 233 ha 201 ha
Coastal vegetated shingle 691 ha 620 ha
Coastal saltmarsh 1450 ha 1371 ha
116) These are all undoubtedly rare habitats in the tyoamd consideration therefore needs to be

given to those small areas outside SSSis. All gimthts are vulnerable to coastal defence work
or coastal built development. Sand dunes and visgeshingle are particularly vulnerable to
trampling and disturbance.

117)

Where sites are not heavily disturbed or modiftedn they can develop a virtually entirely

natural vegetation, often with specialised speofeestricted distribution.
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118) The following targets have been set for these hthih the UK and Kent BAPS.
a) Maritime cliffs and slopes
UK BAP Seek to maintain the existing maritime ctékource of cliff-top and
slope habitat.
Kent BAP Protect sea cliffs from further developmen
b) Coastal sand dunes
UK BAP Protect the existing sand dune resource fiunher losses to
anthropogenic factors, whether caused directiydiréctly (eg by sea
defence schemes affecting coastal processes).
Kent BAP Ensure no net loss of the existing reseurc
c) Coastal vegetated shingle
UK BAP Prevent, where possible, further exploitatad, or damage to,
existing vegetated shingle sites through humarvities.
Kent BAP To retain the current area of vegetatedgid.
d) Coastal saltmarsh
UK BAP There should be no further net loss of calesdltmarsh.
Kent BAP To prevent further loss of habitat, exdephatural processes.

119) The following policies are therefore consideredrappate to identify and protect important
coastal habitats outside SSSis.

co1
Blocks of maritime cliff and slope habitat, coastasand dunes, coastal vegetated shingle and
coastal saltmarsh over 2 ha in continuous extent shld be selected as Wildlife Sites where
- They support an assemblage of plant species typiaail the habitat concerned,

including a suite of species restricted or mainlyestricted to the habitat concerned;

OR

The habitat is soft maritime cliff and it supports herbaceous vegetation as well as areas

of bare ground and/or wet seepages.

CO2

All areas of maritime cliff and slope habitat, coatal sand dunes, coastal vegetated shingle and
coastal saltmarsh up to 2 ha in extent should be @tuded as parts of larger Wildlife Sites

where they are contiguous with other habitats whiclgualify for designation.

CO3

When the boundary is set for a maritime cliff or sbpe Wildlife Site, it should include any
semi-natural cliff-top vegetation demonstrating a tear maritime influence in its species
composition to a depth of at least 5m inland of th&op of cliff or slope.
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Selection of Wildlife Sites based on species featur es
General

SG1

Where a Wildlife Site is designated on the basis die species present, the boundaries should
be drawn to include the area and range of habitataecessary to secure the continued presence
of the species on the site.

Biodiversity Action Plan species

120) There are published Species Action Plans for allRA® Priority species. These indicate
the action considered necessary to achieve theifabte conservation status of the species
concerned. In some cases, the prescribed actibrdgs protection of some or all populations of
that species.

BS1
Sites supporting UK BAP Priority Species should béesignated as Wildlife Sites where this is
in accordance with the prescribed actions in the gpopriate Species Action Plan.

Lower plants and fungi

121) English Nature’s criteria for the selection of Sitd Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) treat
lower plants together, and a similar approachkisrianere. The criteria set out below are for use
when identifying Wildlife Sites on the basis of cmunities of fungi, lichens, charophyte algae
or bryophytes.

122) The criteria for the selection of SSSIs use a agosystem based upon the known frequency
of species in the UK. It is appropriate to usenailar system here, but to adapt it to reflect local
rather than national importance. The scoring sysseset out in the table below; note that the
most recent and authoritative records should bé usestablishing the score for a site.

Status Score
Nationally rare (i.e. UK Red Data Book) 100
Nationally scarce 50
Rare in Kent (i.e. Kent Red Data Book 1, 2, 3 ast&tus) 40
Scarce in Kent (Not KRDB, but known to occur in <BINTY tetrads) 25

LP1
A site with one nationally rare species should beekected as a Wildlife Site if

It supports the largest population of that species a particular Natural Area;
AND/OR

It is the only occurrence of that species in the cmty.

LP2
Any site scoring at least 150 using the system smit above should be selected as a Wildlife
Site.

LP3

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more species of fungus, lichen lmwer plant within the county or within a
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particular natural area, and where this decision igatified through the decision-making
process for the identification and delineation of Vildlife Sites.

LP4
A churchyard or graveyard site should be selectedsaa Wildlife Site where it
- Supports at least 50 of lichen;
OR
Supports at least 15 species of bryophyte;
OR
Supports a well-developed community associated wilime-based render on north-
facing walls.

Vascular Plants

123) English Nature’s criteria for the selection of S&8h the basis of their vascular flora use a
scoring system based upon the known frequencyetfiap in the UK. It is appropriate to use a
similar system here, but to adapt it to reflectlaather than national importance. The scoring
system is set out in the table below.

Status Score
Nationally rare (i.e. UK Red Data Book) 100
Nationally scarce 50
Rare in Kent (i.e. Kent Red Data Book 1, 2, 3 ast&tus) 40
Scarce in Kent (Not KRDB, but known to occur in <BINTY tetrads) 25

VP1

A site with one nationally rare species should beekected as a Wildlife Site if
It supports the largest population of that species a particular Natural Area;
AND/OR
It is the only occurrence of that species in the cmty.

VP2

Any site scoring at least 150 using the system smit above should be selected as a Wildlife
Site.

VP3

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more vascular plant species withithe county or within a particular natural
area, and where this decision is ratified throughhe decision-making process for the
identification and delineation of Wildlife Sites.

Invertebrates

124) Currently, the invertebrate fauna of Kent is ingudintly known to allow the setting of
minimum thresholds for the identification of WiltdliSites on the basis of invertebrate
communities. However, the county undoubtedly suiggewme outstanding invertebrate sites,
and it is considered appropriate to have a mechabjswhich their importance can be
recognised.
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IN1

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more invertebrate species withirhe county or within a particular natural
area, and where this decision is ratified throughhe decision-making process for the
identification of Wildlife Sites.

Amphibians and reptiles

125) A set of criteria for selection of Wildlife Sites ¢he basis of their amphibian fauna has been
drawn up by the Kent Reptile and Amphibian Growgpthee relevant expert organisation. The
criteria are based on a scoring system which fahmdasis of the selection of Sites of Special
Scientific Interest for amphibians. This scoringtsyn is set out in the table below.

Species Method Low population Good population Exceptional population
Score 1 Score 2 Score 3

Gt crested newt  Seen or netted in day <5 5-50 >50
Counted at night <10 10-100 >100

Smooth newt Netted in day or counted at night <10 0-1a0 >100

Palmate newt Netted in day or counted at night <10 10-100 >100

Common toad Estimated <500 500-5000 >5000
Counted <100 100-1000 >1000

Common frog Spawn clumps counted <50 50-500 >500

Notes
a) If four species are present, add 1 point; if fipedes are present, add two points to the total.
b) Daytime netting should be carried out for a 15 rtemueriod for sites with less than 50m of
water’s edge, for 30 minutes for sites with 50mMi@@m of water’s edge, and so on.

126) The use of a scoring system allows sites with etxaegl populations to be identified, as
well as sites with good assemblages of a rangpetfiss.

127) Itis considered appropriate that the identificatod Wildlife Sites on the basis of their
reptile fauna uses the methodology established-bglife to identify Key reptile Sites. This is
similar to the above system in that it uses a sgmsystem, and that it identifies
a) Sites which support a good assemblage of species;

b) Sites which support high populations of one or nspecies; and
c) Sites of importance for locally rare species.

The scoring system for identifying Key Reptile Site set out in the table below. It should be based
on the maximum number of adult animals seen undiéicel refugia (placed at a density of up to
10 per hectare) or by general observation by oneopdn one day.

Species Low population Good population Exceptional population
Score 1 Score 2 Score 3

Adder <5 5-10 >10

Grass shake <5 5-10 >10

Viviparous lizard <5 5-20 >20

Slow worm <5 5-20 >20
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128) Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group consider that adslsufficiently rare and threatened in
Kent that ‘good’ or ‘exceptional’ populations shdude considered for selection as Wildlife
Sites.

129) Guidance on the selection of biological SSSIs stafay breeding site of [natterjack toad
or great crested newt] adjacent to an existing S8&lld be considered for inclusion in the
SSSI." It is considered appropriate to includenailsir provision here.

AM1
All sites with an exceptional population of great rested newts should be selected as Wildlife
Sites.

AM2
Sites should be selected as Wildlife Sites if thegore a total of at least 5 points based on the
system detailed above.

AM3
For the purposes of selecting Wildlife Sites on thieasis of their amphibian fauna, a site may
be

A single water body;

OR

A collection of water bodies supporting a metapopuaition of on or more species.

AM4
Where a site has been selected as a Wildlife Site the basis of its amphibian fauna, the
boundary should be drawn to include
Semi-natural vegetation immediate adjacent to the gnd;
OR
Where great crested newts are present, areas of senatural vegetation linking nearby
ponds where this vegetation may be considered cial to the functioning of a
metapopulation.

AM5
Where a breeding pond used by great crested newts adjacent to an existing or proposed
Wildlife Site, the pond should be included within he Wildlife Site boundary.

RE1
Sites should be selected as Wildlife Sites whereetsite
Supports three or more reptile species;
OR
Supports two snake species;
OR
Supports an exceptional population of one species;
OR
Supports an assemblage of species scoring at ledgioints using the system set out
above;
OR
Supports a ‘good’ or ‘exceptional’ population of adler.
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Birds

130) A set of criteria has been established by KentiBohbgical Society, as the relevant expert
organisation, for the selection of Wildlife Sites the basis of their bird fauna (which is here
taken to mean the naturally occurring populationital birds on a site). The criteria are based
on established criteria for the selection of StteSpecial Scientific Interest, and on the Kent
Red Data Book.

131) The criteria are intended to be applied to aredsbitat which are more-or-less discrete and
homogenous. For example, a large block of woodsmaild not be treated as part of the same
site as a large block of farmland. However, amately mixed area of small fields, hedges and
small woods may be treated as a unit, as may thehscrub, swamp, marsh and open water
vegetation associated with flood plains or aroupahaoned quarries.

132) The criteria have been designed to recognise
a) The rarity of certain breeding and wintering bipgksies;
b) Birds which may be considered vulnerable becausie plopulations are in decline;
c) Birds which are vulnerable because of their colomégsting habitats;
d) Birds which may be considered vulnerable becausie tion-breeding populations are
concentrated in a small number of sites; and
e) Sites of importance for the presence of a diversHigpecies.

Bl1
A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site if @an be considered as a single, identifiable unit
(as explained above) in terms of its bird fauna an@vhere
- Itis occupied regularly by at least 2.5% of the conty population of any one or more
bird species, based on the most recent and authaative data;
OR
It is occupied regularly as a breeding site by spexs with a Kent population of 50 or
fewer territories;
OR
It holds ten or more Kent Red Data Book 2 (KRDB2) gecies in the breeding season;
OR
It holds three or more Kent Red Data Book 3 (KRDB3)species at the appropriate time
of year (normally this should not include a combin&ion of breeding and wintering
species);
OR
It holds one of the five largest colonies of coloal seabirds (with the exception of
herring gull and black-headed gull), grey heron, litle egret or sand martin;
OR
It is occupied regularly by 5% or more of the couny population of any one or more
species in non-breeding seasons, based on the nresent and authoritative data;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 50 breeding
bird species;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 60 wintering
bird species;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 100 passage
bird species.
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Other considerations

Composite sites
OoT1
Where a site includes a number of different habitatypes, each habitat should normally
qualify as a Wildlife Site in its own right in order to be included. The exceptions to this are
- Where specific reference is made in policies relaig to individual habitat types;
OR
Where the site qualifies on the basis of species iwh use the set of habitats as a whole;
OR
Where expert opinion determines that the habitats pesent, taken together, may be
considered more important than the sum of their pats, based upon either habitat
features, species features, or a combination of bgtand where this decision is ratified
through the decision-making process for the identi€ation of Wildlife Sites.

oT2

Where a site supports a number of different speciesf recognised national or county
importance, but does not qualify as a Wildlife Sitaunder the species criteria set out above, the
site may still qualify as a Wildlife Site where, inthe opinion of an appropriately expert
organisation or individual, the combination of spetes present renders the site of substantive
nature conservation value in a county context, and/here this decision is ratified through the
decision-making process for the identification of Wdlife Sites.

OT3

Where a site does not qualify as a Wildlife Site wter any of the criteria set out in this
document, it may still qualify as a Wildlife Site where, in the opinion of an appropriately
expert organisation or individual, the features otthe site are such that it should be considered
of substantive nature conservation value in a cougitcontext, and where this decision is
ratified through the decision-making process for tke identification of Wildlife Sites.

oT4
In determining whether a site is of sufficient natwe conservation importance to qualify as a
Wildlife Site, consideration may be given to the pential, rather than actual value of a site,
but only where
The potential of the site can be realised through acheme of management which is
practically possible;
There is a real possibility that an appropriate syeem of management can be
implemented in the short to medium term; and
The site would qualify as a Local Wildlife Site uner other criteria once its potential
was realised.

OT5
Once an area has been designated as a Wildlife Sitery careful consideration should be
given before the designation is removed from partraall of the site. Deselection of part or all
of a Wildlife Site should only generally occur
To correct mapping or other errors;
To take into account built development; or
Where irrevocable change has resulted in the los$ the feature(s) for which the site
was designated.
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Where part or all of a site has been damaged or hakegraded, deselection should not take
place unless it is clear that there is no potentidbr repair or restoration of the feature(s) of
special interest for which the site was designated.

Delineation of boundaries

133) The boundary to any Wildlife Site should normaleydrawn tightly around the qualifying
habitat or site using either the Kent Habitat SyrmeOrdnance Survey 1:10000 scale map tiles
(or Ordnance Survey 1:1250 map tiles for partidylamall sites). The exceptions to this are
a) Where expert opinion determines that it is necggsainclude a buffer of non-qualifying
habitat to protect a particularly vulnerable hatataspecies; or

b) Where for clarity it is easier to present a sitarmary which coincides with an established
boundary shown on the relevant scale Ordnance $una@, or with a clear ownership or
management boundary.

134) In the case of either exception, it must be madarabn the relevant citation document why
the boundary was set as shown.
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Procedure for selection and designation of Local Wi Idlife Sites in Kent

135)

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grouf) ke the body responsible for the

selection and designation of Wildlife Sites in Kand Medway. As part of this role, it will
establish, and review as necessary, the criteriahigh Wildlife Sites are selected. As such, the
Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group wit as the Local Sites Partnership for Kent
and Medway, in the meaning of the DEFRA guidance.

136)

In its role as the Local Sites Partnership for Kéme Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering

Group will be responsible for

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

137)

Overseeing the setting, publishing, monitoring esdewing the criteria for the

identification and delineation of Local Wildlifet8s in Kent;

Ensuring that the criteria and relevant procedtolsw national guidelines for such
systems;

Acting as an expert body to advise on the appboatif criteria and to ensure consistency of
application;

Overseeing consultation with outside organisatmmshe criteria and system; and

Where appropriate, and at its discretion, actingnastor to any organisation or individual
submitting a proposal for the identification, reersor deselection of a Local Wildlife Site.

In its role as the Local Sites Partnership for Kéme Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering

Group does not have any formal planning resporisibit is role of the relevant local planning
authorities to

a)

b)
c)

138)

Decide whether or not to show or describe in asgllplanning documents the Local
Wildlife Sites identified by the Kent BiodiversiBartnership Steering Group;

Decide how strategic planning policies will be apglto Local Wildlife Sites; and

Be responsible for all planning matters relateidoal Wildlife Sites within their respective
administrative areas, including making appropriafgesentation at planning inquiries or
other hearings.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Groupynad its discretion, establish a Site

Selection Panel, the function of which will be i@kiate candidate Wildlife Sites, and to make
recommendations to the Kent Biodiversity Partngr8ieering Group as to which sites should
be identified as Local Wildlife Sites.

139)

The Site Selection Panel shall consist of no feWwan five representatives drawn from the

membership of the Kent Biodiversity Partnershipe8tey Group.

140)

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grouf, \at its discretion, seek funding, or

support bids by others for funding, in order toypte the necessary administrative support for
the operation of the Local Wildlife Sites systenKient and Medway.

141)

Administrative support and day-to-day managemeth®fiocal Wildlife Sites system in

Kent and Medway will be carried out by Kent WildiTrust, subject to the availability of
appropriate resources. The Trust witkter alia,:

a)
b)

c)
d)
e)

Seek to identify sites which may qualify for selestas Local Wildlife Sites.

Provide the initial evaluation (including any ssi@rvey as appropriate) of proposed Local
Wildlife Sites against established criteria;

Draw up supporting documents, including citatiocutoents and boundary maps;
Circulate documents for consultation as appropriate

Maintain a register of Local Wildlife Sites;
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Maintain a register of details of land ownershipgl a
Carry out other appropriate activities, as deteeaiby the Kent Biodiversity Partnership
Steering Group, including the co-ordination of aggemme of site monitoring.

The following procedure is to be followed in théestion and designation of Local Wildlife

Sites.

a)

b)

f)

¢)

h)

Kent Wildlife Trust will

i) Keep a register of all designated Wildlife Site«ient;

i) Seek to identify sites which might qualify for dgsation as Wildlife Sites;

iii) Receive suggestions from outside agencies andithdils for sites which might qualify
as Wildlife Sites.

Where potential Local Wildlife Sites are identifiadder 8a(ii) and 8a(iii) above, Kent
Wildlife Trust will gather the information necesgdo ascertain whether or not the site
qualifies as a Local Wildlife Site under the crideset out in this document. This will
normally involve site survey to determine the bi@asity interest of the site, and to
determine appropriate site boundaries.

A draft citation document for the site will be drawp where

i) A site clearly qualifies as a Local Wildlife Siteder the selection criteria; or

i) Where further expert opinion is required to deteenihether the site would qualify as a
Local Wildlife Site under the selection criteria.

Where a site clearly does not qualify as a Wild8ite, a set of detailed notes will be drawn
up, explaining the basis of this judgement.

Where sites are resurveyed, Kent Wildlife Trust wil

i) Draw up a draft revised citation document for the where changes to the site
description or site boundaries are required; or

i) Draw up clear notes where it is considered a bitellsl be deleted in its entirety.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group @onsider, at an appropriate meeting,

all outstanding

i) Draft citation documents;

i) Draft revised citation documents;

iii) Notes relating to potential sites which have beamé not to qualify as Wildlife Sites;
and

iv) Notes relating to sites proposed for deletion.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group thien determine whether a site

i) Should be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site asaétin the draft citation document;
i) Should be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site, buthwa revised citation or boundary;
iii) Should not be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site;

iv) Should be deleted as a Local Wildlife Site; or

v) Should be deferred for consideration at a furtheeting.

If the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grdwgs chosen to operate with a Site
Selection Panel, then it will be the purpose dof ffanel to give full consideration to the
matters set out in f) and g) above, and to makeogpiate recommendations to a meeting of
the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Groupwdver, it will be the responsibility of
the Steering Group to confirm or reject any recomaagions.
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i) Where it is unclear whether a site meets the astedal criteria for selection as a Local
Wildlife Site, or where its selection requires cdesation of appropriate expert opinion,
then the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steeringupro
i) Should give a considered opinion, which shouldhgemajority view of those present at

the relevant meeting, and which should be consiteireding as the Steering Group’s
view on the matter; or
i) Should seek the opinion of one or more relevanedsp

b) Prior to making any formal recommendations, the @vor owners of the site, and the
relevant Local Planning Authority or Authoritieiadl be given the opportunity to make
observations relating to whether or not a site @ostthe feature or features considered to be
of importance, and to whether the site meets titerier for designation of Local Wildlife
Sites. This consultation should be confined todectelating directly to these Local
Wildlife Site selection criteria.

c) Following its decision, Kent Wildlife Trust will éw up a confirmed citation document and
site boundary plan, and will distribute copies to
i) The landowner;
i) The appropriate local planning authority;
iii) Other interested agencies as appropriate.

143) This procedure will only apply to new Wildlife S#eor to sites which are resurveyed as part
of the on-going monitoring of the county’s Wildlifstes, or to sites which are reassessed for
other reasons. All Local Wildlife Sites in Kent aktiédway which were designated under
previous systems and/or criteria, and which wetegrised by Kent Wildlife Trust as Sites of
Nature Conservation Interest at the time of adopbibthe current criteria and procedures, will
continue to be recognised as Local Wildlife Sites.
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Appendix 1 Ancient Woodland Indicator Species in Ke nt

Species

Acer campestre

Adoxa moschatellina
Agrimonia procera
Agropyron caninum
Allium ursinum

Alnus glutinosa
Anagallis minima
Anemone nemorosa
Aquilegia vulgaris
Blechnum spicant
Bromus benekenii
Bromus ramosus
Calamagrostis epigejos
Campanula trachelium
Cardamine bulbifera
Cardamine impatiens
Carex laevigata

Carex ovalis

Carex pallescens
Carex pendula

Carex remota

Carex strigosa

Carex sylvatica
Carpinus betulus
Centaurium pulchellum
Cephalanthera longifolia
Chrysosplenium alternifolium
Chrysosplenium oppossitifolium
Circaea lutetiana
Conopodium majus
Convallaria majalis
Cordalis claviculata
Crataegus laevigata
Daphne laureola
Dipsacus pilosus
Dryopteris aemula
Dryopteris pseudomas
Epipactis helleborine
Epipactis leptochila
Epipactis phyllanthes
Epipactis purpurata
Equisetum sylvaticum
Euonymus europaeus
Euphorbia amygdaloides
Festuca gigantea
Frangula alnus

Galium ordratum
Gnaphalium sylvaticum
Helleborus foetidus
Helleborus viridis
Holcus mollis
Hypericum androsaemum
Hypericum maculatum
Hypericum montanum
llex aquifolium

Iris foetidissima
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
Lathraea squamaria
Lathyrus montanus
Lathyrus sylvestris

English name Notes
Field maple 1
Moschatel

Fragrant agrimony

Bearded couch

Ramsons

Alder 1
Chaffweed

Wood anemone

Columbine 1,2
Hard fern

Lesser hairy brome 3
Hairy brome

Wood small reed

Nettle-leaved bellflower

Coral root bittercress 2
Narrow-leaved bittercress 2
Smooth-stalked sedge

Oval sedge

Pale sedge

Pendulous sedge 1
Remote sedge

Thin-spiked wood sedge 2
Wood sedge

Hornbeam

Lesser centaury

Narrow-leaved Helleborine 2
Alternate-leaved golden saxifrage 2
Opposite-leaved golden saxifrage
Enchanters nightshade

Pignut
Lily of the valley 1,2
Climbing corydalis 2

Midland hawthorn

Spurge laurel

Small teasel 2
Hay-scented buckler fern

Scaly male fern 2
Broad-leaved helleborine
Narrow-lipped helleborine 2
Green-flowered helleborine 3
Purple helleborine 2
Wood horsetail 2
Spindle 1
Wood spurge

Giant fescue

Alder buckthorn 2
Woodruff

Heath cudweed

Stinking hellebore

Green hellebore

Creeping soft grass

Tutsan

Imperforate St. John’s Wort
Pale St. John’s Wort 2
Holly 1
Stinking iris

Yellow archangel

Toothwort

Wood vetch

Narrow-leaved everlasting pea 2

SIS NY

Notes: 1 = Only include if occur well within a wood and dot appear to be planted 2 = Restricted 3reRa
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Luzula forsteri

Luzula pilosa

Luzula sylvatica
Lysimachia nemorum
Malus sylvestris
Melampyrum pratense
Melica uniflora

Milium effusum
Monotropa hypopitys
Naricissus pseudonarcissus
Neottia nidus-avis
Ophrys insectifera
Orchis mascula

Orchis purpurea
Oxalis acetosella

Paris quadrifolia
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Pimpinella major
Platanthera bifolia
Platanthera chlorantha
Poa nemoralis
Polygonatum multiflorum
Polygonum dumetorum
Polypodium vulgare
Polystichum aculeatum
Polyystichum setiferum
Populus tremula
Primula vulgaris
Prunus avium

Pyrus communis
Quercus petraea
Radiola linoides
Ranunculus auricomus
Rhamnus cartharticus
Ribes nigrum

Rosa arvensis

Ruscus aculeatus
Sanicula europae
Scirpus sylvaticus
Scorphularia nodosa
Scutellaria minor
Sedum telephium
Serratula tinctoria
Solidago virgaurea
Sorbus aria

Sorbus aucuparia
Sorbus torminalis
Stachys officinalis
Stellaria neglecta
Thelypteris oreopteris
Tilia cordata

Ulmus glabra
Vaccinium myrttillus
Valeriana dioica
Veronica montana
Viburnum opulus

Vicia sylvatica

Viola odorata

Viola reichenbachiana
Wahlenbergia hederacea
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Southern woodrush

Hairy woodrush

Great woodrush

Yellow pimpernel

Crab apple 1
Cow wheat

Wood melick

Wood millet

Yellow bird’s nest 2
Wild daffodil 1
Birds nest orchid

Fly orchid 2
Early purple orchid

Lady orchid 2
Wood sorrel

Herb paris

Harts tongue fern

Greater burnet saxifrage

Lesser butterfly orchid

Greater butterfly orchid

Wood meadow grass

Common solomon’s seal

Copse bindweed 1,2
Common polypody

Hard shield fern 2
Soft shield fern

Aspen

Primrose 1
Cherry
Wild pear
Sessile oak 1
Allseed

Goldilocks buttercup

Buckthorn 1
Black currant 1
Field rose 1
Butcher’s broom
Sanicle

Wood club rush
Common figwort
Lesser skullcap
Orpine

Sawwort

Goldenrod
Whitebeam

Rowan

Wild service tree
Betony

Greater chickweed
Lemon-scented fern
Small leaved lime
Wych elm

Bilberry

Marsh valerian 1
Wood speedwell
Guelder rose
Wood vetch
Sweet violet
Early dog violet
Ivy-leaved bellflower 2

PP e

PwoN
N

RN

Notes: 1 = Only include if occur well within a wood and dot appear to be planted 2 = Restricted 3reRa
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Appendix 2 Indicators of Unimproved Acid Grassland in Kent

Species

Achillea ptarmica

Aira caryophyllea

Aira praecox
Anagallis tenella
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex demissa

Carex distans

Carex nigra

Carex panicea

Carex pillulifera
Dactylorhiza maculata
Danthonia decumbens
Deschampsia flexuosa
Euphrasia anglica
Festuca tenuifolia
Galium saxatile
Galium verum
Genista anglica
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Isolepis setaceus
Lathyrus montanus
Luzula multiflora
Lychnis flos-cuculi
Moenchia erecta
Molinea caerulea
Ornithopus perpusillus
Pedicularis sylvatica
Pilosella officinarum
Plantago coronopus
Polygala serpyllifolia
Polygala vulgaris
Potentilla argentea
Potentilla erecta
Ranunculus flammula
Saxifraga granulata
Scleranrhus annuus
Spergulgaria rubra
Stachys officinalis
Succisa pratensis
Trifolium glomeratum

Trifolium ornithopodioides

Trifolium scabrum
Trifolium striatum
Trifolium subterraneum
Viola canina

Viola riviniana

Bryophytes

Brachythecium albicans

Hypnum jutlandicum

English name Notes
Sneezewort
Silver hair-grass
Early hair-grass
Bog pimpernel
Harebell
Common yellow sedge
Distant sedge
Common sedge
Carnation sedge 1
Pill sedge
Heath spotted orchid
Heath grass
Wavy hair grass
Eyebright sp
Fine-leaved sheep’s fescue
Heath bedstraw
Lady’s bedstraw
Petty whin
Marsh pennywort 1
Bristle club rush
Bitter vetch
Heath wood-rush
Ragged robin 1
Upright chickweed
Purple moor grass 1
Birds-foot
Lousewort 1
Mouse-ear hawkweed
Buckshorn plantain
Heath milkwort
Common milkwort
Hoary cinquefoil
Tormentil
Lesser spearwort 1
Meadow saxifrage
Annual knawel
Sand spurrey
Betony
Devils bit
Clustered clover
Fenugreek
Rough clover
Knotted clover
Subterranean clover
Heath dog violet
Common dog violet

= =
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Appendix 3 Indicators of Unimproved Chalk Grassland

Species

Aceras anthropophorum

Acinos arvensis
Anthyllis vulneraria
Arabis hirsuta
Asperula cynanchica
Astragalus glycyphyllos
Avenula pratensis
Avenula pubescens
Blackstonia perfoliata
Briza media
Campanula glomerata
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex caryophyllea
Carlina vulgaris
Centaurea scabiosa

Cephalanthera damasonium

Cirsium acaule
Cirsium eriophorum
Clinopodium vulgare
Coeloglossum viride
Danthonia decumbens

Euphrasia pseudokerneri

Festuca ovina
Filipendula vulgaris
Gentianella amarella

Helianthemum nummularium

Hippocrepis comosa
Juncus subnodulosus
Koeleria macrantha
Leontodon hispidus
Linum bienne

Linum catharticum
Listera ovata
Onobrychis viciifolia

Ophioglossum vulgatum

Ophrys apifera
Ophrys insectifera
Orchis masula
Origanum vulgare
Orobanche elatior
Pilosella officinarum
Pimpinella saxifraga
Plantago media
Polygala austriaca
Polygala calcarea
Polygala vulgaris
Primula veris
Ranunculus bulbosus
Rhinanthus minor
Salvia pratensis
Sanguisorba minor
Scabiosa columbaria
Spiranthes spiralis
Thymus praecox
Thymus pulegioides
Trisetum flavescens
Viola hirta
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English name
Man orchid
Basil thyme
Kidney vetch
Hairy rock cress
Sginancywort
Wild liquorice
Meadow oat-grass
Downy oat-grass
Yellow-wort
Quaking grass
Clustered bellflower
Harebell
Spring sedge
Carline thistle
Greater knapweed
White helleborine
Dwarf thistle
Woolly thistle
Wild basil
Frog orchid
Heath grass
Eyebright
Sheep’s Fescue
Dropwort
Autumn gentian
Common rock rose
Horseshoe vetch
Blunt-flowered rush
Crested hair grass
Rough hawkbit
Pale flax
Fairy flax
Common twayblade
Sainfoin
Adder’ s-tongue fern
Bee orchid
Fly orchid
Early purple orchid
Marjoram
Knapweed broomrape
Mouse-ear hawkweed
Burnet saxifrage
Hoary plantain
Dwarf milkwort
Chalk milkwort
Common milkwort
Cowslip
Bulbous buttercup
Yellow rattle
Meadow clary
Salad burnet
Small scabious
Autumn lady’s tresses
Thyme

Large thyme
Yellow oat-grass
Hairy violet

in Kent

Notes

At rabbit burrows

In damp areas

East Kent
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Appendix 4 Indicators of Unimproved Neutral Grassla

Species

Achillea ptarmica
Agrimonia odorata
Ajuga reptans
Alopecurus bulbosus
Anagallis tenella
Avenula pubescens
Briza media

Bromus commutatus
Bromus racemosus
Caltha palustris
Carex caryophyllea
Carex distans

Carex disticha
Carex divisa

Carex flacca

Carex nigra

Carex ovalis

Carex pallescens
Centaurea nigra
Dactylorhiza incarnata

Dactylorhiza praetermissa

Festuca pratensis
Genista tinctoria
Hordeum maritum
Hordeum secalinum
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Lathyrus montanus
Lathyrus nissolia
Lotus tenuis

Lotus uliginosus
Lychnis flos-cuculi
Lysimachia nummularia
Oenanthe lachenalii
Oenanthe pimpinelloides
Oenanthe silaifolia
Ononis spinosa
Ophioglossum vulgaris
Orchis morio
Petroselinum segetum
Pimpinella saxifraga
Polygala vulgaris
Primula veris

Pulicaria dysenterica
Rhinanthus minor
Scirpus sylvaticus
Senecio erucifolius
Silaum silaus

Sison amomum
Stachys officinalis
Succisa pratensis
Trifolium fragiferum
Trifolium medium
Triglochin palustris
Valeriana dioica
Valeriana officinalis
Vicia cracca

Viola riviniana
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English name
Sneezewort
Fragrant agrimony
Bugle
Bulbous foxtail
Bog pimpernel
Downy oat grass
Quaking grass
Meadow brome
Smooth brome
Marsh marigold
Spring sedge
Distant sedge
Brown sedge
Divided sedge
Glaucous sedge
Common sedge
Oval sedge
Pale sedge
Common knapweed
Early marsh orchid
Southern marsh orchid
Meadow fescue
Dyers greenwood
Sea barley
Meadow barley
Marsh pennywort
Bitter vetch
Grass vetchling
Narrow leaved bird’s-foot-trefolil
Greater bird’s-foot-trefoil
Ragged robin
Creeping jenny
Parsley water-dropwort
Corky fruited water-dropwort
Narrow leaved water-dropwort
Spiny restharrow
Adder’s-tongue fern
Green winged orchid
Corn parsley
Burnet saxifrage
Common milkwort
Cowslip
Fleabane
Yellow rattle
Wood club-rush
Hoary ragwort
Pepper saxifrage
Stone parsley
Betony
Devils bit scabious
Strawberry clover
Zigzag clover
Marsh arrowgrass
Marsh valerian
Common valerian
Tufted vetch
Common dog violet

Notes 1 = Occurs on grazing marsh 2 = Occurs mglareas

nd in Kent

Notes

NI\J[\)NNNH
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Introduction

1)

2)

3)

4)

In the UK, those sites and areas considered td thee@reatest importance for nature
conservation are protected in law as Sites of Sp&aientific Interest (SSSIs). SSSIs which are
of international significance are in many case&giadditional protection as Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (3PARamsar Sites.

However, it is recognised that features and sitesgoificant nature conservation interest exist
outside the network of statutorily protected wilellareas. It is also recognised that the
protection and conservation of this wider natuneseovation interest is essential to the
maintenance of the UK’s natural heritage, to tH@eaement of national and local biodiversity
targets, and to making sure everyone has accegfdtplaces and natural countryside. One
established method for the conservation of wildhfgside of statutory sites is the identification
and designation of local wildlife sites, sometincafied Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
(SNCIs) or Sites of Importance for Nature Conseove(SINCSs).

The current Planning Policy Guidance Note on Na@oaservation (PPG9) sets out the
importance of local wildlife sites to the conserwatof UK biodiversity, and places a duty on
local planning authorities to recognise and prosech places. In addition, DEFRA is currently
preparing guidance on the creation and managenfisgstems for identifying and protecting
local wildlife sites. The DEFRA guidance stated tbaal wildlife sites ‘can play a vital role in
delivering local, regional and national biodiveysit. targets, which contribute to public
enjoyment of nature and quality of life.’

In Kent, local wildlife sites have been identifiadd designated by Kent Wildlife Trust since
1985. There is now a network of nearly 500 sitethéncurrent administrative areas of Kent,
Medway, Bromley and Bexley. The sites cover a totaround 35 000 hectares, or roughly 9%
of the county’s land area. The current system entification of sites is recognised and
supported by English Nature, the Environment Age@nt County Council, Medway Unitary
Authority, and the various district councils.

Purpose of this document

5) This document presents an updated procedure fodéndification of wildlife sites in Kent. In
doing so, it draws on current best practice, assein the emerging DEFRA guidance, and
recognises the need for a robust system whichléstalwithstand rigorous scrutiny. The
document sets out:

a) The purpose of local wildlife sites;

b) A set of clear criteria for identifying sites ofcll wildlife importance on the basis of the
habitats and species present;

c) A new and more accountable process for consultmtipe designation of local wildlife
sites; and

d) How information on the boundaries and special festof local wildlife sites is to be
presented and disseminated.

Terminology

6) In line with the emerging DEFRA guidance, the télocal Wildlife Site’ will be used where

the term ‘Site of Nature Conservation Interest’ wasd previously.
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Purpose of Local Wildlife Sites

7) In April 2000, the Local Sites Review Group of then DETR (now Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) defined them} objective of a Local Sites system as
follows:

“The series of non-statutory Local Sites seeksguee, in the public interest, the conservation,
maintenance and enhancement of species, habiaisgical and geomorphological features of
substantive nature conservation value. Local §d&ems should select all areas of substantive
value including both the most important and the tdastinctive species, habitats, geological
and geomorphological features within a nationajiceal and local context. Sites within the
series may also have an important role in continiguio the public enjoyment of nature
conservation.”

8) The emerging DEFRA guidance makes it clear thatabwservation, maintenance and
enhancement’ of species and habitats should be\aahi
a) By local wildlife sites systems having regard te thrgets and priorities set out in national
and local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPSs); and
b) Through the identification of sites and provisidrpootective policies in Local Development
Plans, and, where appropriate, through policiestincture Plans or in Regional Planning
Guidance.

9) The primary purposes of the Local Wildlife Sitesteyn are therefore:
a) To help secure the protection of nationally and laally threatened habitats and species,
particularly where these are identified in the UK and Kent Biodiversity Action Plans.
b) To clearly identify sites of substantive nature coservation value which should be
protected from damaging development.

10)The reference in the DEFRA guidance to ‘maintenamzbenhancement’ indicates a third
purpose, which is
a) To provide a framework for the targeting of managenent work, advice, grant aid and
other activities in order to secure the effectiveanservation of the most important
features of Kent’s biodiversity.

11)There is a fourth purpose implicit in any systemtfe identification of Local Wildlife Sites.
Such a system relies on a clear understandingeatdhinty’s biodiversity, and how it is
changing. The fourth purpose could therefore beesged as
a) To provide a clearer understanding of the nature ad importance of Kent’'s wildlife
habitats, and the ways in which these change ovante.
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Criteria for selection of Local Wildlife Sites

12)The emerging DEFRA guidance states:
‘A Local Site system should be seen as an infoinatbol for identifying the suite of sites
within a local area that contribute significantbythe natural capital of the area. This implies
that all sites which meet the local criteria shduddselected as Local Sites ... Whether a site is
selected as a Local Site should depend primarilgysomature conservation interest (present or
potential), not on any specific intended use ofdite.

‘All Local Sites should have substantive ecologmageological quality otherwise the Local

Site system as a whole may be devalued. If asiet of natural or semi-natural interest but
primarily of recreational use, then it should betpcted under recreational and open space

planning policies and not policies that relate &tune conservation.’

13)In judging whether a site is of ‘substantive ecatafjvalue’, it is considered appropriate to use
the so-called Ratcliffe Criteria which were devedms part of the Nature Conservation Review
which initially established the UK’s network of SISSThese criteria are as follows:

a) Primary criteria

1) TheNaturalnessof a site.

i) TheSizeof a site or of a population of a particular speci

iii) TheRarity of habitats or species, or of a particular assagégbr community of species,
present on a site.

Iv) TheDiversity of a site in terms of species or habitats present.

v) TheFragility of a site or of a population of a particular spscthat is, its vulnerability
to damage.

vi) TheTypicalnessof a particular site or habitat, that is, how wetkepresents a particular

type.

b) Secondary criteria
i) TheRecorded History of a site, which can add considerable scientidiltig.
i) The site’sPosition in an Ecological Unit that is, how it contributes to the wildlife
interest of a wider area.
iii) ThePotential Value of a site, that is, whether its value to natunesewsvation could be
readily enhanced.
iv) Thelntrinsic Appeal of a site, that is, its wider social and culturaaning.

Naturalness

14)The most important sites are those showing religtivatural assemblages of plants or animals.
However, in applying this criterion it must be rgogsed that, with the possible exception of
some coastal habitats, no part of Kent can be deresil as more than semi-natural, because of
the long history of economic land management iaiBri

15)Nonetheless, it is normally easy to recognise tfierdnce between a semi-natural habitat and
an entirely artificial one. In a semi-natural habithe species composition is the result of a
natural response to human management practicas. artificial habitat, the most or all of the
species present will have been deliberately intteduor deliberately favoured through highly
intensive management.

16)As might be expected, the most important habitatsvildlife are those which are most natural.
Thus a high value is placed upon:
a) Semi-natural woodland;
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b) Water courses and wetlands which have not beerilheaadified; and

c) Unmanaged or unprotected coastal habitats.

Within anthropogenic habitats, it is the more nalttypes which have the highest value, so that

all the following are important:

d) Grassland which has not been agriculturally impdove

e) Atrtificial ponds and lakes which have been natyratllonised by wild plants and/or
animals.

17)1t must, however, be recognised that artificialitetb may also be of high value for wildlife.

This is perhaps a more exceptional occurrencewhnsemi-natural habitats. Nonetheless
there are a number of very rare plant species wdmelargely or entirely associated with arable
cultivation. In addition, there is growing recogoit of the importance for biodiversity of some
post-industrial (‘brownfield’) sites: for some g including aculeate hymenoptera,
brownfield sites may be substantially more impdrtaan many, more natural sites.

Size
18)It is a good general rule that larger areas oftatifand larger populations of important species)

are more important for biodiversity than smallezaa of the same habitat. However, the
emerging DEFRA guidance is that all sites of sutista nature conservation value should be
protected as Local Wildlife Sites, suggesting 8ia¢ is not a consideration in itself, and that
even very small areas of very important habitatseall populations of rare species) may be
protected.

19)In practice, there is likely to be a lower sizeitifor a Local Wildlife Site, although this will

vary with habitat type. The lower limit will be aggmined by:

a) The viability of the habitat unit (or populatiod.Local Wildlife Site should not be so small
that its important features could not be maintajree@n with appropriate management.

b) The size distribution of habitat parcels (or disergpecies populations) in the county. Where
a large number of small patches (or discrete poipunis) constitute only a small proportion
of the total area of a particular habitat (or t@apulation of a species), designation of all
those patches would place a disproportionate agtraive burden on the system. In this
case, a minimum practical size may be set as ammge between protecting as much as
possible of the habitat (or population) while mirsmg the use of administrative resources.
In making such a decision, consideration would rtedak given to the value of the habitat
type (or species) concerned: where a habitat @ciep) was particularly rare, it might be
desirable to designate all remaining parcels (@ufadions).

Rarity
20)Habitat or species rarity is a key factor in deterng whether or not a particular area should be

designated as a Local Wildlife Site. Considerasbauld be given to rarity at a number of

scales, including:

a) International: i.e. species or habitats considefdeuropean significance.

b) National: i.e. UK Biodiversity Action Plan prioritgpecies or habitats; or habitats with a
total area in Britain of less than 10 000 hectanespecies considered nationally rare (UK
Red Data Book Species or Red List Birds of CongemaConcern).

c) County: i.e. species with a Species Action PlathéKent BAP; or habitats of limited
extent within Kent; or species included in the KBed Data Book; or plants recorded as
occurring in fifty or fewer 2km grid squares (DINTi¥trads) in Kent; or species or habitats
otherwise understood to be rare, scarce or atypiithin the county.

d) Natural Area: i.e. species or habitats not qualdyinder the above, but which are
considered particularly rare within the Natural A®ncerned.
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Diversity

21)Sites of higher diversity are generally considerexe important than sites of lower diversity,
and it is reasonable to expect sites to reach amaim ‘diversity threshold’ if they are to be
considered as Local Wildlife Sites. However, cageds to be used in applying this criterion:

a) Some habitat types tend to be more diverse tharstivith habitats on acid substrates
being generally less diverse than those on caloarsabstrates (for instance, a high quality
acid grassland site may support fewer speciesdldmalk grassland site of lower quality).
Any threshold level for species richness must therappropriate to the habitat type
concerned.

b) Larger sites would be expected to be more divérae smaller sites.

c) The diversity must be appropriate. For instance dilersity of a chalk grassland site could
potentially be increased by ploughing up part sbithat ruderal species become
established, yet this would decrease its valuerefbee, consideration of species-richness
should be limited to those species which are ndynaakociated with the relevant habitat.

22)As well as the diversity of species, some constarahould be given to habitat diversity, so
that, for example, a site with a range of NVC hatitiypes (for instance a woodland which
grades from W10 oak- bracken-bramble woodland @hsls into W8 ash-maple-mercury
woodland on a chalk slope and thence to W6 aldelengoodland in wet valley bottom) might
be considered of greater importance than an eaguivakea of a single NVC type. Likewise, a
site with a diversity of soil types or underlyingajogy, might be considered of greater
importance that a site with uniform geology andssoi

23)The physical diversity of vegetation is also impott and can significantly influence the

diversity of animal species supported by a site.example:

a) In grassland, a certain proportion of scrub, vanmain sward height, variety of slope and
aspect, and a certain proportion of bare ground lmeaynportant.

b) On heathland, variety of shrub height, a mosagra$sland and dwarf shrubs, and a
proportion of bare ground are all likely to be imiamt.

c) In woodlands, the presence of open spaces, a capigjered structure, and a range of tree
ages are all likely to be important.

Fragility
24)This is best thought of as vulnerability to changéo damaging influences. Certain habitats are
intrinsically more fragile than others, and forttheason are more worthy of designation as

Local Wildlife Sites. For example

a) Woodland are relatively stable and resistant toatgenalthough in certain situations, for
example where visitor pressure is high, they mambee susceptible to trampling damage
than grasslands.

b) Grasslands are vulnerable to changes in managepatitularly where grazing pressure is
altered. Relaxation, and especially cessationraigg can lead to vegetation changes
which may be very difficult to reverse. Overgrazingy be equally damaging.

c) Heathland can be susceptible to visitor pressume can rapidly lose its interest if not
appropriately managed. Conversely, it can be agivelg easy habitat to restore, at least from
the point of view of its vegetation.

d) Wetland habitats can be very vulnerable to redastia water supply or groundwater levels.

25)Fragility also needs to take into account the @adewhich a habitat may be recreated.
Relatively stable habitats, such as ancient woalllaray be relatively resistant to damage, but
once lost are difficult or impossible to replace.



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

26) The fragility of any populations of important spegis also a consideration. Most rare species
are rare precisely because of their vulnerabitityeicent and on-going changes in the natural
environment, and, where possible, considerationlshoe given to how the designation of a
Local Wildlife Site will compensate for this vulraaility.

27)The fragility of a habitat or particular speciegpplation is a consideration in the setting of the
boundary of an SNCI. It may be appropriate to idelland which is not itself of Local Wildlife
Site quality if this
a) Buffers the important features from damaging infices, for example by including a strip of
bankside vegetation along a water course; or
b) Provides some control over factors influencingdite, for the example by including a
spring or water course which feeds a wetland habita

Typicalness

28) The maintenance of biodiversity is not just serlogdhe protection of the rare or the vulnerable.
It is important that a Local Sites network include®d examples of the habitats typical of an
area, and helps maintain viable populations okflexies typical of an area. In considering what
is typical, consideration should be given to:
a) Habitats typical of the county;
b) Habitats typical of the relevant Natural Area; and
c) Habitats typical of each of the county’s geologmagdas.

Recorded History

29)A site may be important if it has been subjectastsurvey or biological recording to a
sufficient extent that it is able, or potentiallyl@, to yield useful scientific data about habitats
species or the effects of site management.

30)A site may also be important if it is known as astdrical location for a scarce or otherwise
important species or habitat and (a) either thatigs or habitat is still present or (b) that
species or habitat might be restored to the sitie &appropriate management.

Position in an Ecological Unit
31)Consideration should be given to the way in whidit@functions to support the biodiversity
interest of other important sites or the wider dogside. Thus an area of otherwise unsuitable
habitat might be identified as a Local Wildlife &it
a) It acts as a key link between other important afEasexample a narrow strip of woodland
connecting two larger sites known to support doehic
b) It complements other important habitats (for exanptrub or woodland which might
provide cover or refugia for amphibians in an aejggond; or
c) lItis a key local breeding site for a species whaghloits a wider area, such as a main
breeding pond for a meta-population of great ctestavts.

32)Value is also to be placed upon sites where twoane habitats occur adjacent to each other, as
the interactions and interfaces between the diftdnabitats will, in almost all cases, add to the
biodiversity interest of an area. In this casatea(sr part of a site) which otherwise might not
qualify for identification as a Local Wildlife Sitmay be designated if
a) The area of each of the constituent habitats isekite lower size limit for designation; or
b) Small areas of non-qualifying habitat occur withimatrix of qualifying habitat.

Potential Value
33)Consideration may be given to the potential, rathan actual value of a site, but only where
a) The potential of the site can be realised througbheme of management which is
practically possible;
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b) There is a real possibility that an appropriatéesysof management can be implemented in
the short to medium term; and

c) The site would qualify as a Local Wildlife Site wwrdbther criteria once its potential was
realised.

Intrinsic Appeal

34)This is a difficult criterion to assess properlyhMg it can be argued that the cultural and/or
social significance of a site might constitute pdrits nature conservation value, this is, in most
cases, likely to be a largely subjective assessnreatldition, the planning system provides
other mechanisms for the protection of land fotdtsl cultural or social value. It therefore
seems appropriate to avoid the use of this criterio

Applying the criteria

35)It is possible, and may in some cases be desirabégply the Ratcliffe Criteria individually to
a site. However, there is considerable value, @derly from the points of view of clarity and
consistency, in using the criteria to derive aodefiearer guidance relating to habitats and
species. This is set out below.
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Selection of Wildlife Sites based on habitat featur es

Broadleaved woodland

36)Without human interference, woodland would be theiral vegetation cover over most of the
British Isles. After the last ice-age, and priothe arrival of settled farming communities,
woodland may have covered 80 to 90% of the Briasid surface. As a result of human
activity, almost all this woodland disappearedthst, by the end of the £&entury, woodland
covered little over 4% of the British Isles. Thigaincreased over the"2@rimarily through
planting but also as a result of natural regenanads marginally productive pastures have been
abandoned.

37)Britain now has around 10% woodland cover. Howenerch of the wildlife interest of our
woodlands resides in those fragments of previogsigting woodlands which survived the
centuries of clearance. A distinction is therefmade between ancient woodland, defined as
woodland known to have been in existence sinceaast 11600, and woodland of more recent
origin.

38)Ancient woodland normally has a more natural commgliet of species, and a greater diversity of
species, than more recent woodland.

39)By combining data from the 2003 Kent Habitat Suraayg English Nature’s Provisional

Inventory of Ancient Woodlands, we find that

a) There are approximately 24842 hectares of ancienthand in Kent and Medway,
representing around 7% of the land surface;

b) This area consists of some 3560 individual blodksandland, although some of these
blocks are only separated from others by minorspad

c) The 991 woodland blocks of over 5 ha in extent mgk&9% of the total area of ancient
woodland in Kent;

d) The 1421 woodland blocks of over 2.5 ha in exteakenup over 95% of the total area of
ancient woodland in Kent;

e) The 1921 woodland blocks of over 1 ha in extentenak 99% of the total area of ancient
woodland in Kent

40)Woodland is probably the commonest type of semimahthabitat found in Kent: there is, for
example, fifteen times as much ancient woodlanacasgrassland in the county. Nevertheless,
ancient woodland covers only around 7.5% of Kelat'al surface, and continues to be lost
despite strongly protective planning policies. Téve capacity for dispersion of many plant and
invertebrate species associated with ancient woddiaeans that it is a particularly difficult
habitat to recreate.

41)Wet Woodland and Lowland Beech and Yew Woodlandoareity habitats in the UK BAP.
The BAP includes targets to maintain the curret¢mxof both these habitats. In Kent, only 231
ha of Wet Woodland and 557 ha of Lowland Beech¥ew Woodland were identified by the
2003 Kent Habitat Survey. It should be noted thada¥and need not be ancient to be
considered as Wet Woodland or Lowland Beech and Wmadland for the purposes of the UK
BAP.

42)The UK BAP give the following description of Wet \&dland:
Wet woodland occurs on poorly drained or seasona#ly soils, usually with alder, birch and
willows as the predominant tree species, but sonestincluding ash, oak, pine and beech on
the drier riparian areas. It is found on floodplainas successional habitat on fens, mires and
bogs, along streams and hill-side flushes, andeiaty hollows. These woodlands occur on a
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range of soil types including nutrient-rich mineeald acid, nutrient-poor organic ones. The
boundaries with dryland woodland may be sharp @dgral and may (but not always) change
with time through succession, depending on thedigdical conditions and the treatment of the
wood and its surrounding land. Therefore wet womelguently occur in mosaic with other
woodland key habitat types (e.g. with upland misd or oakwoods) and with open key
habitats such as fens.

43)The UK BAP includes the following descriptions adiwland Beech and Yew Woodland:
Calcareous beech and yew woodland forms perhapscfabe total amount of lowland beech
and yew habitat type ... The canopy can include m&gtaf beech, ash, sycamore (hon-native),
yew and whitebeam. Oak is less common than inttiex beechwoods, and pure stands of yew
occur in places. Promotion of high quality beechdidviculture has often led to an artificial
dominance of beech. Characteristic uncommon or pga@ats can include boBuxus
sempervirensred helleborineCephalanthara rubraoralroot bitter-cres€ardamine bulbifera
and bird’s nest orchiflleottia nidus-avisin some areas, this woodland type occurs ascatei
mosaics with lowland mixed deciduous woods. Thenibapf stands have a high forest
structure. This type occurs on the limestone aradkcbutcrops in southern Britain e.g. chalk
scarps of the North and South Downs ...

Beech woodland on neutral-slightly acidic soils poises about 45% of the habitat. It is found
on heavier soils (pH 7 to 4) and often where thartage is poor or impeded. The boundary
with the other beech types is often defined bydpainage and soil texture; thus it is common

to find this type grading into one of the othergak stands tend to be dominated by beech, but
oakQuercus robuand sometime®. petreds a common associate. BramBlabus fruticosus
forms a characteristic ground layer. Often a shtayer is lacking, although holly can form a
second tier of trees, occasionally with yew. ViblkelteborineEpipactis purpurates a rare plant
found in this community. Mosaics with oak/ brackemaimble woodland are common, and in
some areas beech can be found colonising westdsnamads. This type tends to occur as high
forest or relict wood-pasture (with pollards), lesten abandoned coppice. It is common in (but
not confined to) the High and Low Weald.

44)Woodland is not generally considered to be a padity fragile habitat. However, many of the
important features of woodland are fragile:
a) Rides and glades quickly lose their interest ifrappgate management ceases;
b) Many important woodland species, such as dormause/ulnerable to fragmentation and
isolation; and
c) Woodland ground flora can be severely damaged bgsskve trampling or grazing pressure.

45) Ancient woodland is a relatively natural habitatgenerally rich in species (certainly when
compared to more recent woodland) and is verydtliffito recreate effectively. It is therefore
appropriate to consider all ancient woodland t@tbs&ubstantive nature conservation value,
unless it has become significantly damaged or diegkaHowever, for practical purposes, it is
considered appropriate to set a size thresholdites to be considered for SNCI status. This has
been set at 5 hectares in order to reduce to anabt level the number of woodland blocks
which will need to be considered for Wildlife Sgtatus while still capturing the majority of the
resource. Because this size threshold has be@uisdy for practical purposes, it may be
reasonable to revise it downwards at a future vewkthese criteria.

10
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wo1
Ancient woodland in Kent should be identified by réerence to the provisional inventory
produced by English Nature. Where a wood is not inidated as ancient in the provisional
inventory, it may nonetheless be considered as arat if
- It holds at least ten ancient woodland indicator secies drawn from the list in
Appendix 1,
OR
It holds at least five ancient woodland indicator pecies and includes other features
associated with ancient woodland, such as a sinuoastline or marginal woodbank;
OR
There is other clear, specified evidence that theawdland should be considered as
ancient.

WQO2
All blocks of ancient woodland of 5 ha or more in entinuous extent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites, unless
The tree and/or shrub element has been substantiglimodified by replanting;
OR
There are other clear and obvious reasons to believhat the wildlife interest of the site
has been lost or substantially damaged.

WO3
Blocks of ancient woodland which have been substaally modified by replanting should only
be designated as Wildlife Sites where
They provide a link between blocks of otherwise idated ancient woodland with a total
area of more than 5ha;
OR
Where they are EITHER over 5 ha in continuous extehOR are part of a larger
ancient woodland which qualifies as a Wildlife SiteAND
o They retain a typical woodland ground flora with atleast ten ancient woodland
indicator species drawn from the list in Appendix 1
OR
o They support an important species or assemblages sfpecies, such as woodland
orchids,
OR
o They form the matrix for an important network of wo odland rides and/or glades.

wo4
Blocks of ancient woodland under 5 ha in continuousxtent may be designated as Wildlife
Sites where
They are only narrowly separated from other ancientwoodlands, for example, by a
minor road of no more than two lanes, so that thegint area of these woodlands would
be 5 ha or more;
OR
They are linked to another woodland by a hedgerowraarea of scrub or secondary
woodland, so that the joint area of these woodlandsould be more than 5 ha, in which
case the connecting feature must be included withitne Wildlife Site boundary;
OR
There is a clear potential for linking the blocks hrough the restoration of hedges,
scrub or woodland;
OR
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They form part of a complex of separate but closelgpaced (i.e. 200m or less apart at
their closest point) woodlands of similar characterat least one of which is 5 hectares
or more in extent;

OR

They form part of a matrix of semi-natural habitats where the woodland contributes to
the overall nature conservation of the site, and wdre the matrix as a whole is
considered worthy of identification as a Wildlife $te;

OR

They consist of the UK BAP priority habitats of WetWoodland or Lowland Beech and
Yew Woodland;

OR

Where the site is considered particularly importantfor its recorded history.

WO5

Where the primary interest of a woodland is the nework of rides and glades within the
woodland matrix, for simplicity the boundary should be drawn around the woodland as a
whole. However, it should be made clear on the Wilde Site schedule where the particular
interest of the site lies.

WO6

All blocks of Wet Woodland or Lowland Beech and YewWoodland which are not ancient
woodland should normally be designated as Wildlif&ites providing that they are 5 ha or
more in continuous extent, or form part of a largerWildlife Site which is 5 ha or more in
continuous extent.

WQO7

Where a Wildlife Site has been selected on the baf its Wet Woodland, the boundary of the
site should, where appropriate, be drawn to encoms the water courses or water bodies
which support the habitat.

wo8
The boundaries of a Wildlife Site designated for & ancient woodland may include areas of
secondary or replanted woodland or scrub where thesare contiguous with the ancient
woodland AND
- They provide a connection with other blocks of aneint woodland or UK BAP priority
woodland habitats;
OR
They have the potential for colonisation by specieassociated with ancient woodland;
OR
They provide a link between the woodland and anothehabitat which qualifies for
Wildlife Site status;
OR
They are used by UK or Kent BAP Priority species, Mtionally Rare species, Nationally
Scarce species, Kent Red Data Book species, or athspecified, important species
associated with the woodland.

12
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Wood-pasture and parkland

46)Kent has some 2700 ha of land managed as pastwdiamal, according to the Kent Habitat
Survey. The associated grassland or ground vegetadiries, as shown below, but 2457 ha
(99%) of the total area is on agriculturally impeovgrassland.

Heathland 2.4 ha
Bracken 33 ha
Improved grassland 2665 ha

47)Wood pasture is a semi-natural habitat formed hgt@®rm grazing on previously wooded land
(though, in the case of parkland, this may have Imeienicked by deliberate planting of trees on
previously unwooded land). As a habitat, it mayioggpe conditions in natural woodlands where
large herbivores are present.

48)The combination of large, often old trees, and dpanitats often favours the development of
good lichen communities and may support assemblafggsecialised invertebrates associated
with dead wood. Rot holes in trees may be usedaby dnd hole-nesting birds.

49)The most important sites are those on heathlawth enimproved grassland, where there are
sufficient nectar-producing plants to support talastages of wood-boring beetles. Large, old
trees are also important, particularly veteranstiige. trees that are of large size for their
species, with a large amount of dead wood in tegg rot holes, crevices, etc.).

50)Wood pasture is vulnerable to a range of factoduding
a) Loss of grazing, leading to scrub and woodland kbgreent;
b) Agricultural improvement or over-grazing;
c) ‘Tidying up’ of dead wood or senescent trees; and
d) An absence of younger trees to replace those ibat d

51)Historically, wood pasture is likely to have beetygical, though perhaps uncommon, habitat in
Kent. Some currently wooded commons were almosaiody Wood Pasture in the past. Wood
Pasture also provides an intrinsically appealimgiégape, associated with large country estates.

52)There is a UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Wopdsture and Parkland, which includes
- Lowland wood-pastures and parklands derived frordienal forests and emparkments,

wooded commons, parks and pastures with treeeem.tsome have subsequently had a
designed landscape superimposed in the 16th tocEtturies. A range of native species
usually predominates amongst the old trees bukth@y be non-native species which have
been planted or regenerated naturally.
Parklands with their origins in the 19th centurylater where they contain much older
trees derived from an earlier landscape.
Under-managed and unmanaged wood-pastures withareteees, in a matrix of secondary
woodland or scrub that has developed by regenamadind/or planting.
Parkland or wood-pasture that has been converteatiter land uses such as arable fields,
forestry and amenity land, but where surviving reatdrees are of nature conservation
interest. Some of the characteristic wood-pasture parkland species may have survived
this change in state.

53) The UK BAP sets a target to maintain the curreterg and distribution of the total resource of
wood-pasture and parkland. In the Kent BAP, ther@tiarget to retain the best examples of
wood pasture in the county. The following policeae therefore appropriate to wood pasture
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and parkland habitats. Assessment of the importahaevood pasture or parkland site for
groups of plants and animals, as specified in VileRyw, should be based on appropriate expert
opinion.

WP1
All wood pastures and parklands on heathland or unnproved grassland should be selected as
Wildlife Sites.

WP2
Wood pasture or parkland on improved or semi-improwed grassland, or underused wood
pasture with veteran trees in a matrix of secondaryvoodland or scrub, or parkland or wood
pasture which has been converted to another use sld be selected as a Wildlife Site where
- A substantial number of trees, or a substantial prportion of the trees present, are old

and have an abundance of dead wood and/or rot hotes

OR

The trees support an important fungal or lichen floa;

OR

The trees support an important invertebrate fauna,

OR

The site supports an important bat roost or feedindghabitat;

OR

The site is important for birds;

OR

It is the best example of wood pasture in the relent Natural Area.

Orchards

54)The Kent Biodiversity Action Plan suggests thahattime of the Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey
in the early 1990s there were around 4000 ha ditibaally managed orchards in Kent.
Traditional orchards are generally composed of frees on non-dwarfing rootstocks, standing
in grassland which is often grazed by sheep. Iddii trees may be of considerable age, and the
orchard may be enclosed by hedgerows.

55)It is estimated that some 90% of Kent's traditiooiahards have been lost since the 1950s. The
relative costliness of managing and harvestingtioahl orchards makes them vulnerable to
agricultural improvement (including grubbing anglemting, or conversion to another use) or to
abandonment. The use of orchards for grazing honsgsalso be damaging, as horses may
browse the trees and strip bark.

56) The Kent Biodiversity Action Plan recognises thatlitionally managed orchards may be of
considerable importance for nature conservatigppasrting fungi, lichens, and a range of
common farmland bird species.

57)The Kent BAP has a target of halting the contindoss of old orchards. The following policy
is therefore appropriate.

OR1
All traditionally managed orchards should be desigated as Wildlife Sites where a substantial
number of trees, or a substantial proportion of thetrees present, are old and have an
abundance of dead wood and/or rot holes AND

The trees support an important fungal or lichen floa;

OR
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The site includes or supports other features of sugdbantive nature conservation value,
such as unimproved grassland or wide hedges.

Acid grassland

58) The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total @b 31a of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland. This is
distributed in scattered blocks along the Greengtdde, in the High Weald and on
Dungeness, with a few areas on acid substratdseoNdrth Downs. The 2003 Kent Habitat
Survey indicates that there are 186 blocks of gradsland over 0.001 ha in extent. The
following statistics have been derived concernhegse blocks:

Block size Total area % of total resource
>2 ha 280 ha 75

>1 ha 336 90

> 0.5 ha 360 96

>0.001 ha 375 100

59)Some 282 ha of acid grassland in Kent lies witkiisteng Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

60)Acid grassland is a semi-natural habitat formediazing over base-poor, freely draining
substrates. Its low productivity makes it vulneeata agricultural improvement, forestry, or
abandonment, resulting a rapid loss of biodivelisitgrest.

61)Lowland Dry Acid Grassland currently occupies justler 0.1% of the county land surface,
making it one of the county’s rarest habitat types.

62)Acid grassland, like heathland, was undoubtedlyeanmuch more common habitat on suitable
substrates in Kent, and should be considered yscal habitat of the Wealden Greensand, and
as a typical component of heathland in the High M/aad North Downs.

63) The sparse vegetation and loosely consolidatedrats of many acid grasslands mean that
they are vulnerable to physical disturbance. Altfoan element of bare ground is often
important for associated invertebrates, excesssatarthance can destroy vegetation and render
the ground unsuitable for burrowing insects.

64)Acid grasslands tend not to be especially diverderms of their flora, but rather support an
assemblage typical of the habitat type. A list lahp species associated with high-quality acid
grassland in Kent is given in Appendix 2.

65) Structural diversity is likely to be important inid grasslands, with scattered trees and shrubs
providing additional food sources or nesting/raugites for associated fauna.

66)Acid grassland can succeed quickly to scrub ofgyorsbirch, or may be rapidly colonised by
rosebay willowherb following a fire. However, agdassland is relatively easy to restore (it has
been suggested that some feHstucaAgrostisRumexgrassland has been periodically
cultivated), and it is therefore appropriate tdude within acid grassland Wildlife Sites areas
scrub, willowherb and bare ground which have thtem@al for restoration.

67)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Dry Acid Gesland has a target for the arrest of

depletion of this grassland type in the UK. Becanfshis, and because of the rarity of acid
grassland in Kent, the following policies are colesed appropriate.
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GAl

All areas of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland over 0.5 han extent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites. Areas designated as Wildlife Sitewould normally be expected to support a
suite of species from the list in Appendix 2.

GA2

All areas of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland up to 0.5 la in extent should be included as parts of
larger Wildlife Sites where they are contiguous wii other habitats which qualify for
designation.

GA3

Site boundaries should include any areas of bare gund, scrub, or other vegetation which
could potentially be restored to acid grassland owhich might contribute to the biodiversity
interest of the acid grassland habitat.

GA4
On acid grassland sites managed as wood pasture awith mature, native trees, the trees
should be considered an important element of the bdiversity interest of the site.

Lowland Calcareous Grassland

68) The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total 8 ha of Lowland Calcareous Grassland
(chalk grassland) larger than 0.001 ha in extastriduted between over nearly individual
blocks. This total area represents around 5% ahaditing Lowland Calcareous Grassland in the
UK. The UK BAP identifies fragmentation and redoctin size of sites as being a key factor
negatively affecting this habitat. Statistics oraage of size classes of blocks of chalk grassland
in Kent are presented below; it is notable thay @% of all sites are 10 ha or more in extent.

Block size Number of sites % of all sites Totalaare % of total resource
>/=10 ha 23 3 447 ha 27
>/=5 ha 80 12 843 ha 61
>/=2 ha 222 32 1290 ha 78
>/=1 ha 374 55 1510 ha 91
>/=0.5 ha 506 74 1608 ha 97
>/=0.001 ha 684 100 1658 ha 100

69)Some 567 ha of chalk grassland in Kent lies withirsting Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
This represents about 34% of the total resourtedrcounty.

70)Chalk grassland is has undergone a rapid declie&tent over recent decades. One study
quoted in the UK Habitat Action Plan, showed a rtidin in area of 20% on sampled sites in
the fourteen years between 1966 and 1980. Chadisigwad can be entirely destroyed by
conversion to arable (although this is now covethigyEIA regulations) or built development.
However, much recent loss is due to neglect. Rehadvgrazing from chalk grassland results in
changes in the sward, which may be difficult toemse, and eventually to encroachment by
scrub, although it may be some decades beforataleist is lost from the site.

71)Analysis of changes to existing Wildlife Sites seygd during the period 1996 to 2002 shows
that around 102 ha of chalk grassland was notéaéag been damaged or lost since the sites
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were first designated. Of this area, 46% was sigricultural improvement or conversion to
arable, and 13% was lost to built development. @ftywas noted as having degraded due to
lack of management.

72)The development of scrub may lead to deeper seilgldping, so that scrub clearance may not
immediately restore the habitat conditions whickofa typical chalk grassland plant species. In
addition, most of these species fail to persishenseed bank, so that restoration of a badly
degraded site may be a very long term process.

73)Chalk grassland is typically rich in herbaceouspspecies. Typical chalk grassland which has
not been improved agriculturally would probablyebgected to hold at least ten of the indicator
species listed in Appendix 3. There is probablysitpre relationship between the number of
indicator species and the size of a site, so tlhaa site, of, say, 10 ha or more, might be
expected to support fifteen or more indicator sp&ci

74)The structural diversity provided by scrub may #althe biodiversity interest of chalk grassland
sites. The scrub which typically develops on clialkssland sites is typically species-rich in
itself, although species-poor hawthorn scrub camtally come to dominate. Species-rich
scrub is of nature conservation interest in its oight, providing habitat for a range of insect
species. However, even species-poor scrub can\edud, particularly as cover for
herpetofauna (the grass/scrub interface providesitant basking habitat for lizards and
shakes), and by protecting grazing-intolerant gse(such as man orchid) from grazing animals.

75)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Calcareous&sland has a target for the arrest of
depletion of this grassland type in the UK. The KRiodiversity Action Plan currently includes
a target to protect as Wildlife Sites all unimprdwahalk grassland sites over 2ha in extent,
although this would only result in protection ofbalb 83% of the total resource in Kent
(including all chalk grassland in existing SSSIs)order to maximise the amount of chalk
grassland protected, and to ensure that whiclhoiegted is of sufficient quality, the following
policies are appropriate.

GC1
All areas of contiguous Lowland Calcareous Grasslahof 10 ha or greater in extent should be
designated as Wildlife Sites in order to prevent frither fragmentation of the largest sites.

GC2

Areas of Lowland Calcareous Grassland over 2.0 ha iextent should be designated as
Wildlife Sites if they support ten or more of the talk grassland indicator species listed in
Appendix 3.

GC3
All areas of Lowland Calcareous Grassland up to 2.68a in extent should be included as parts
of Iarger Wildlife Sites if
They are contiguous with other habitats which quafly for designation;
AND
They support five or more of the chalk grassland idicator species listed in Appendix
3.
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GC4
A chalk grassland site dominated by scrub, or witha substantial proportion of scrub, may be
designated as Wildlife Site, providing that the sarb is of the species-rich type associated
calcareous substrates and
There is potential for restoration to increase tharea of chalk grassland present;
OR
The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity
interest of the site.

GC5

A Wildlife Site designated for its chalk grasslandnay include species-poor scrub providing

that
- There is potential for restoration to increase tharea of chalk grassland present;

OR

The species-poor scrub does not constitute more thane-quarter of the overall area of

the site;

OR

The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity

interest of the site.

Neutral grassland

76)The Kent Habitat Survey has identified a total 8291 ha of neutral grassland. However, of
this only around 71 ha (0.5%) consists of the fisidrabitat type, Lowland Meadows. A further
587 ha (4.5%) of the total has been identifiedpgesi®s-rich neutral grassland.

771t is therefore clear that high-quality neutralggiand is actually a very rare habitat. This
suggests that consideration should be given tgdasng semi-improved neutral grassland (i.e.
grassland that has been modified by the use dliZers, herbicides, reseeding or intensive
grazing). The Integrated Habitat Survey, upon wihieghmost recent Kent Habitat Survey was
based, does not classify grassland as ‘semi-imgfpualike the Phase One methodology which
underpinned the previous Habitat Survey. Howeves, possible to determine that some 6269
ha of grassland currently identified as neutrasglia@nd was, in the previous Habitat Survey,
identified as semi-improved. Of this some 2300 jyears to be coastal grazing marsh, leaving
some 3942 ha of other semi-improved neutral gradsl@his other semi-improved neutral
grassland is distributed over more than 2000 bloo&arly three-quarters of which are less than
2 ha in extent. The distribution of size classagiven in the following table.

Block size Number of sites % of all sites Totalaare % of total resource
>/=50 ha 1 <1 67 ha 2
>/= 25 ha 5 <1 205 ha 5
>/=10 ha 64 3 1123 ha 28
>/=5 ha 175 8 1867 ha 47
>/=2 ha 563 27 3085 ha 78

78)lt is therefore clear that if the all the unimprdwend species-rich neutral grassland, and all
blocks of semi-improved neutral grassland over 5@ covered by a protective designation,
this would still represent only the best 20% of tbhenty’s neutral grassland resource.
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79)Neutral grassland is particularly susceptible tacadfural improvement, as it responds well to
fertilizers and, unlike, for example, chalk grasslais usually on ground accessible to the
plough. As a result, loss of unimproved neutrakgi@nd has been substantial: the Kent
Biodiversity Action Plan quotes a 97% decreasada & the UK between the 1930s and the
1990s. The special interest of grazing marsh igdegnt on the local water regime, and can be
severely affected by improved drainage. Figuremsiftioe 1995 Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey
show less than 500 ha of unimproved neutral gradstathe county, although differences in
survey techniques make this figure difficult to ckagainst the 2003 survey data. Nonetheless,
this does suggest that high quality neutral grasistdnould be treated as a rare habitat, and that
consideration should be given to protecting thetnmportant examples of semi-improved
neutral grassland.

80)It is considered that when selecting neutral gesssWildlife Sites, the emphasis should be on

selection of sites which would normally be consedeas unimproved, that is,

a) Where there is evidence that the site has a lastgryiof being managed unintensively and
without reseeding, the addition of artificial féi#ers or use of herbicides;

b) Where the grassland does not appear to have hieeedalor has only been slightly altered,
by artificial drainage, or by the application olsgieides or fertilisers;

c) Where the sward is generally species-rich and dedisuite of species from the list in
Appendix 4;

d) Where perennial rye grakslium perennend/or white cloveTrifolium repensare
infrequent or rare;

e) Where ant-hills are frequent; and/or

f) Where several species of wax caps, fairy clubsastrgmycetes are present.

81)If neutral grassland which does not meet the alooteria is to be considered for Local Wildlife

Site status, then some care does need to be w@lemstre that sites are of sufficiently high

value before the designation is confirmed. Sitesikh

a) Where the grassland does not appear to have begsulestantially altered by artificial
drainage, or by the application of pesticides diligers;

b) Be reasonably floristically diverse, with a rand@ass and forb species (ideally including
species from the list in Appendix 4); and

c) Not have abundant perennial rye grasBum perenner white cloverTrifolium repens

82)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Meadow hasgeyet for the arrest of depletion of this
grassland type in the UK, while a target of the KBAP is to prevent the further loss of
species-rich neutral grassland. Both the UK andt B&Ps have targets to maintain the existing
extent of coastal grazing marsh. The followingget are considered appropriate for the
selection of neutral grassland Wildlife Sites.

GN1
All areas of unimproved neutral grassland should belesignated as Wildlife Sites.

GN2
Other areas of neutral grassland should be consided for selection as Wildlife Sites where
they are contiguous with larger areas of unimprovedyrassland, where forbs are well
represented within the grassland (especially whertnese are species listed in Appendix 4) and
where
The grassland area under consideration contribute® the nature conservation value of
the unimproved grassland (for example, where it preides additional habitat for key
species found on the unimproved grassland);
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OR

Where it is reasonable to believe that there is pential for enhancement of the
biodiversity interest of the grassland;

OR

Where the grassland is contiguous with ancient wodand, standing water or running
water which qualifies as a Wildlife Site in its owrright.

GN3
Neutral grassland sites which do not meet the critea for unimproved grassland may be
selected as Wildlife Sites where they form all orgrt of an extensive area of grazing marsh
important for breeding or wintering birds, OR where the grassland does not consist of sown
grassland AND it supports

One or more scarce species of terrestrial or aquatiinvertebrates;

OR

An important network of wet dykes.
Where a Wildlife Site is selected for its wet dykeshe dykes should qualify as Wildlife Sites in
their own right.

GN4

Where the primary interest of an area of neutral gassland is the network of dykes within the
grassland matrix, for simplicity the boundary shoul be drawn around the site as a whole.
However, it should be made clear on the Wildlife $& schedule where the particular interest of
the site lies.

GN5
A neutral grassland site dominated by scrub, or wh a substantial proportion of scrub, may
be deS|gnated as Wildlife Site, providing that
There is potential for restoration to increase therea of neutral grassland present;
OR
The scrub is important for supporting an identifiable element of the biodiversity
interest of the site.

Heathland

83)The Kent Wildlife Habitat Survey shows only 53 Hd_.owland Heathland. This is
characterised in the Integrated Habitat Surveyeggtation with a greater than 25% cover of
ericoid shrubs and/or dwarf gorséex minor The heathland is spread between 26 blocks, of
which only 15 blocks are larger than 0.5 ha. Thegdst contiguous area of heathland in Kent is
Dartford Heath, at 26 ha.

84)Heathland is a semi-natural habitat which devetmppoor, acid soils under a low level of
grazing. It is vulnerable to some extent to agtiocall improvement, and areas have been lost to
planting for forestry. However, a more serious déitie the abandonment of grazing, which
results in rapid succession to woodland.

85)Heathland is a rare and threatened habitat in #ealdd is listed in Annex 1 of the European
Habitats Directive. The UK Habitat Action Plan notbat the total area of Lowland Heathland
in the UK has declined by five-sixths since 1800KEnt, the rate of loss appears to have been
even higher: the area of heathland in the couniy/®8 is estimated at 1910 ha, giving a loss of
over 97%.

20



Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

86)Heathland can probably be considered a typicalt&tabi the Greensand, on sands and gravels
in the High Weald, on Thames Terrace gravels andssand on surface deposits of sand and
gravel on the North Downs. It was probably onceasgomcomponent of many commons in the
west of the county, and might therefore be consuiersignificant part of the county’s cultural
history.

87)The UK Habitat Action Plan for Lowland Heathlandludes a target to maintain the existing
extent of this habitat. In the Kent BAP there taiaet to protect and enhance all existing
heathland. The following policies are thereforesidared appropriate.

HE1
All areas of Lowland Heathland should be selectedsaWildlife Sites.

HE2
The boundaries of heathland Wildlife Sites should & drawn to include
Any contiguous areas of acid grassland;
AND
Any contiguous stands of common gorsélex europaeusn acidic substrates.

HE3

Site boundaries should include any areas of scrulbpnifer plantation, secondary birch
woodland or other vegetation which could potentialf be restored to heathland or which might
contribute to the biodiversity interest of the healhland habitat.

Fen, marsh and swamp
88) The Kent Habitat Survey shows a total of 962 hienf marsh and swamp habitats. This area
includes
a) 471 ha of Reedbed (a UK BAP priority habitat), egient to 0.1% of the county area,;
b) 210 ha of other tall swamp vegetation, equivalert.02% of the county area;
c) 35 ha of Fen (a UK BAP priority habitat), equivalém 0.02% of the county area; and
d) 13 ha of rush pasture, equivalent to 0.003% otthaty area.

89)The Kent Habitat Survey includes nearly 985 bloakReedbed, of which more than one-third
are less than 0.01 ha (i.e. 100m2) in extent. iBhiesumably due to the abundance of reed as
an emergent species on the margins of water cqyrseds and lakes. There are only around
120 blocks of reed over 1 ha in extent, but theakemp over 70% of all the Reedbed habitat in
the county. Blocks of more than 2 ha make up 50%hefll Kent's Reedbed area.

90)The Kent Habitat Survey includes over 700 blocksatifswamp vegetation, though more than
three-quarters of these are less than 0.5 ha @mexthere are only 77 blocks of more than 1 ha
in extent, though these make up nearly 70% ofdted tesource in Kent.

91)The Kent Habitat Survey shows 115 blocks of Feretatgn, of which only 10 are over 1 ha in
extent. However, these 10 blocks make up over 708teaotal resource in Kent.

92)These are semi-natural forms of vegetation whictuoas stages in the hydroseral succession
from open water to dry woodland. The species coitipasof these habitats is generally
relatively natural.

93)Reedbed and other tall swamp vegetation often stsnsf more-or-less single species stands.
However, these stands are characteristic in theresgbarticularly in the case of reed, very
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large stands of which are important for a rangengiortant bird species. More
characteristically, fen, marsh and swamp habitetsiioas part of a wider wetland matrix which
includes open water, wet woodland and/or grazingslmand where there are likely to be
synergistic effects between the different habitpes.

94)Fen habitats are often, by contrast, species sighporting a large number of wetland plant
species on often rich in invertebrates.

95)Fen, marsh and swamp habitats tend to be rathglefras they
a) Rapidly succeed towards scrub and woodland inlsersce of appropriate management;
b) Are vulnerable to land drainage and water abstragtind
c) Are vulnerable to nutrient enrichment.

96)Relevant targets in the Kent BAP are
a) To prevent the further loss of species-rich magglagsland; and
b) To maintain the existing area of reedbed.

97)Relevant targets in the UK BAP are
a) Ensure that development schemes do not affechtbgrity or the conservation interest of
fens;
b) Ensure that development schemes do not affechtbgrity or the conservation interest of
reedbeds; and
c) Rehabilitate by the year 2000 the priority areasxi$ting reedbed (targeting those of 2ha or
more).

98)Given the very great rarity in the county of thaabitats, their fragility and their conservation
importance, the following policies are thereforesidered appropriate for fen, marsh and
swamp habitats.

FE1
All areas of reedbed, tall swamp vegetation, or fehabitat of 1 ha of more in extent should be
selected as Wildlife Sites unless the habitats hatkeen substantially damaged.

FE2

All areas of reedbed, tall swamp vegetation, or fehabitat up to 1.0 ha in extent, and which
have not been substantially damaged, should be inded as parts of larger Wildlife Sites
where they are contiguous with other habitats whiclgualify for designation.

FE3
Where possible, fen, marsh and swamp habitats shalibe selected as parts of larger Wildlife
Sites which include other qualifying habitats. Exarples would be
Reedbed and tall swamp vegetation around water boes in areas of grazing marsh;
OR
Areas of flood plain including rivers or streams, vet woodland and scrub, ponds as
well as swamp and fen habitats;
OR
Fen, marsh and swamp habitats around springs and laglwaters.

Standing open water
99)Standing open water occurs in Kent in ponds, ldkesuding former quarries), reservoirs, wet
dykes and ditches, and short lengths of formerlsaithe Kent BAP indicates that Kent holds
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a) Around 370 lakes;

b) Some 5000 ponds;

c) 2368 km of wet ditches and dykes; and
d) 265 ha of saline lagoons.

100) Lakes and reservoirs can be botanically rather,pEsprecially lakes that have developed in
deep quarries. Where the water is very deep, sugaderegetation does not generally establish
well, although deep water bodies can be impor@nCharophytes. However, large water
bodies may be important breeding and winteringsdibe wetland birds.

101) Ponds and wet dykes can be species rich, withgerahsubmerged, emergent and marginal
plant species. English Nature’s criteria for thieston of Sites of Special Scientific Interest
note that an exceptionally diverse freshwater ditolild be expected to hold at least 15
submerged, floating, emergent and/or wet bank @geties in a typical 20m stretch. A count of
10 to 14 species in 20m is considered ‘good’ (fackish ditches, the corresponding figures are
10 species and 6 to 9 species).

102) Ponds and ditches are vulnerable to eutrophicatahheavy shading, both of which can
result in a substantial loss of species-richnessvev¥er, even species-poor ponds can support
important species provided that habitat conditiamscorrect. For example, water voles will
make use of species-poor dykes on grazing marbleaesily shaded ponds may also not be
without interest, and can support specialised anspecies. Woodland ponds, for example, may
be used by palmate newts.

103) Bodies of standing water are typically found in tlmev Weald and High Weald, where
ponds are frequent, and, as wet dykes, in thergyamarshes of the North Kent coast, Stour
Valley and Romney Marsh. The species associatddstainding water vary across Kent, so
that, for instance, the water beetle communitiethefWantsum marshes are substantially
different to those on the Hoo Peninsula.

104) Saline Lagoons are considered a priority habitéhénUK BAP. The total area of saline
lagoons in mainland Britain appears to be arourid3t. Saline lagoons support a unique flora
and fauna adapted to brackish water conditionsatmitvulnerable to such factors as coastal
defence work, eutrophication, natural successiond,aatificial control of water levels. The UK
Habitat Action Plan for Saline Lagoons includeargét to maintain the current area of the
habitat.

105) The Kent BAP includes a target to retain the curaeea of standing open water in Kent.

106) The following policies are therefore appropriatestanding water habitats.
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SW1
When drawing the boundaries of Wildlife Sites selded for habitats other than standing
water, all ponds or other standing water within orcontiguous with the other habitats should
normally be included within the Wildlife Site. Exceptions should only be made where the
nature conservation function of the water body haseen seriously compromised by

Pollution, including nutrient run-off leading to eutrophication;

AND/OR

Intensive use for angling or amenity;

AND/OR

Some other factor.

SW2

All Saline Lagoons should be selected as Wildlifet8s, but they should normally support
some typical lagoon fauna and flora, such as tasseedsRuppiaspp. or lagoon cockle
Cerastoderma glaucurmand should not be significantly damaged by eutrdpcation or other
impacts.

SW3
Ponds, lakes or other water bodies (other than Sale Lagoons) should be selected as Wildlife
Sites in their own right where
They hold a suite of appropriate wetland plant speaes, which would normally be
expected to include two or more plant species whidcire considered rare or scarce in
Kent or in the UK as a whole;
OR
They are high quality examples of typical open watehabitat associated with a
particular Natural Area;
OR
In the case of dykes, they would be considered ‘gd'cor ‘excellent’ in the meaning set
out above;
OR
They are important for wild birds;
OR
They are important for other species of plants or aimals.

Running water
107) Kent contains part or all of six river catchmeritsese are
a) The Thames;
b) The Medway;
c) The Great Stour;
d) The Rother;
e) The Darent; and
f) The Dour.

108) There is great variety in the biodiversity interekthese rivers, depending on the geology of
the catchment and stream/river bed, and on salfheence. The Great Stour catchment, for
instance, includes a winterbourne, acid and chedidivaters, a stretch of chalk river, slow-
flowing eutrophic stretches with fens, and a tigituary. Each section has its own associated
species of plants and animals.
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109) The demands of agriculture and flood defence has@ninthat very few rivers and streams
can be considered to be very natural. Banks magibéorced, and few areas of natural or semi-
natural flood-plain vegetation remain.

110) Rivers and streams can be quite resilient to chgrayéicularly as up- and down-stream
colonisation can be rapid. However, they can kéldamaged by such factors as
a) Pollution, including diffuse pollution from agridulal land;
b) Bank modification and hard flood-defences;
c) Water abstraction from ground and surface waters;
d) Soil and silt run-off, particularly associated withilt development;
e) Culverting or impoundment.

111) Headwater streams, and their associated spedalish and flora, appear to be particularly
vulnerable, and their nature conservation impogasoften overlooked.

112) There is a UK Habitat Action Plan for Chalk RiveFis includes a target to maintain the
characteristic plants and animals of chalk riversluding their winterbourne stretches. The
Kent BAP includes a target to manage all catchmamismaintain them in a condition which
supports the full potential range of flora and faun

113) Running water is not an especially rare habité€ent, but
a) Relatively natural stretches are rare;
b) Chalk rivers are a UK priority habitat; and
c) Certain features, especially headwaters, are péatlyg fragile.
The following policies are therefore consideredrappate.

RW1
When drawing the boundaries of Wildlife Sites selded for habitats other than running
water, all streams or other running water within or contiguous with the other habitats should
normally be included within the Wildlife Site. Exceptions should only be made where the
nature conservation function of the water course heibeen seriously compromised by

Pollution, including nutrient run-off leading to eutrophication;

AND/OR

Intensive management for amenity or flood-defence;

AND/OR

Substantial modification of the banks;

AND/OR

Some other factor.

RW2

On each river catchment, the most natural stretchesf water course associated with each of
the different surface geologies and/or Natural Areashould be selected as Wildlife Sites.
These stretches should normally have well developasdbmerged, floating, emergent and
marginal vegetation, made up of appropriate plant pecies, and should be in the ‘Good’ water
quality class.

RW3
Springs and headwater streams should be selected\asldlife Sites where they represent the
best example of a headwater stream in for a partidar catchment and on a particular surface
geology and/or in a particular Natural Area, OR whee

They have not been substantially artificially alteed;
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AND
They flow at least seasonally in most years.

Stretches of chalk river should be selected as Wiite Sites where

RW5

The channel has not been significantly modified,;

AND

Where the water quality is in the ‘Good’ class;

AND

They support typical submerged, floating, emergenand marginal vegetation,
including river water crowfoot Ranunculus penicillatus

AND

Ideally where other typical chalk river species, icluding white-clawed crayfish
Austropotamobius pallipeand brown trout Salmo truttg also occur.

When boundaries are set for running water Wildlife Sites, they should include

At least all the bank as far up as the first majorbreak in the slope;

AND/OR

Where there is semi-natural vegetation at the topfdhe bank, a strip of this vegetation
at least 5m wide;

AND/OR

Any contiguous fen, marsh, swamp, or wet woodlanddbitats where these are present.

Coastal habitats

114)
a)
b)
c)
d)

115)

Kent holds the following coastal habitats which anerities under the UK BAP.
Maritime cliffs and slopes;

Coastal sand dunes;

Coastal vegetated shingle; and

Coastal saltmarsh.

In each case, the habitats are of sufficient ingram# to be almost entirely included within

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), asxghbelow. Note that the area measurement for
maritime cliffs and slopes is not entirely meanuigfs it does not take the angle of slope into

account.
Habitat type Total area in Kent  Area in SSSIs
Maritime cliffs and slopes 127 ha 126 ha
Coastal sand dunes 233 ha 201 ha
Coastal vegetated shingle 691 ha 620 ha
Coastal saltmarsh 1450 ha 1371 ha
116) These are all undoubtedly rare habitats in the tyoamd consideration therefore needs to be

given to those small areas outside SSSis. All gimthts are vulnerable to coastal defence work
or coastal built development. Sand dunes and visgeshingle are particularly vulnerable to
trampling and disturbance.

117)

Where sites are not heavily disturbed or modiftedn they can develop a virtually entirely

natural vegetation, often with specialised speofeestricted distribution.
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118) The following targets have been set for these hthih the UK and Kent BAPS.
a) Maritime cliffs and slopes
UK BAP Seek to maintain the existing maritime ctékource of cliff-top and
slope habitat.
Kent BAP Protect sea cliffs from further developmen
b) Coastal sand dunes
UK BAP Protect the existing sand dune resource fiunher losses to
anthropogenic factors, whether caused directiydiréctly (eg by sea
defence schemes affecting coastal processes).
Kent BAP Ensure no net loss of the existing reseurc
c) Coastal vegetated shingle
UK BAP Prevent, where possible, further exploitatad, or damage to,
existing vegetated shingle sites through humarvities.
Kent BAP To retain the current area of vegetatedgid.
d) Coastal saltmarsh
UK BAP There should be no further net loss of calesdltmarsh.
Kent BAP To prevent further loss of habitat, exdephatural processes.

119) The following policies are therefore consideredrappate to identify and protect important
coastal habitats outside SSSis.

co1
Blocks of maritime cliff and slope habitat, coastasand dunes, coastal vegetated shingle and
coastal saltmarsh over 2 ha in continuous extent shld be selected as Wildlife Sites where
- They support an assemblage of plant species typiaail the habitat concerned,

including a suite of species restricted or mainlyestricted to the habitat concerned;

OR

The habitat is soft maritime cliff and it supports herbaceous vegetation as well as areas

of bare ground and/or wet seepages.

CO2

All areas of maritime cliff and slope habitat, coatal sand dunes, coastal vegetated shingle and
coastal saltmarsh up to 2 ha in extent should be @tuded as parts of larger Wildlife Sites

where they are contiguous with other habitats whiclgualify for designation.

CO3

When the boundary is set for a maritime cliff or sbpe Wildlife Site, it should include any
semi-natural cliff-top vegetation demonstrating a tear maritime influence in its species
composition to a depth of at least 5m inland of th&op of cliff or slope.
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Selection of Wildlife Sites based on species featur es
General

SG1

Where a Wildlife Site is designated on the basis die species present, the boundaries should
be drawn to include the area and range of habitataecessary to secure the continued presence
of the species on the site.

Biodiversity Action Plan species

120) There are published Species Action Plans for allRA® Priority species. These indicate
the action considered necessary to achieve theifabte conservation status of the species
concerned. In some cases, the prescribed actibrdgs protection of some or all populations of
that species.

BS1
Sites supporting UK BAP Priority Species should béesignated as Wildlife Sites where this is
in accordance with the prescribed actions in the gpopriate Species Action Plan.

Lower plants and fungi

121) English Nature’s criteria for the selection of Sitd Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) treat
lower plants together, and a similar approachkisrianere. The criteria set out below are for use
when identifying Wildlife Sites on the basis of cmunities of fungi, lichens, charophyte algae
or bryophytes.

122) The criteria for the selection of SSSIs use a agosystem based upon the known frequency
of species in the UK. It is appropriate to usenailar system here, but to adapt it to reflect local
rather than national importance. The scoring sysseset out in the table below; note that the
most recent and authoritative records should bé usestablishing the score for a site.

Status Score
Nationally rare (i.e. UK Red Data Book) 100
Nationally scarce 50
Rare in Kent (i.e. Kent Red Data Book 1, 2, 3 ast&tus) 40
Scarce in Kent (Not KRDB, but known to occur in <BINTY tetrads) 25

LP1
A site with one nationally rare species should beekected as a Wildlife Site if

It supports the largest population of that species a particular Natural Area;
AND/OR

It is the only occurrence of that species in the cmty.

LP2
Any site scoring at least 150 using the system smit above should be selected as a Wildlife
Site.

LP3

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more species of fungus, lichen lmwer plant within the county or within a
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particular natural area, and where this decision igatified through the decision-making
process for the identification and delineation of Vildlife Sites.

LP4
A churchyard or graveyard site should be selectedsaa Wildlife Site where it
- Supports at least 50 of lichen;
OR
Supports at least 15 species of bryophyte;
OR
Supports a well-developed community associated wilime-based render on north-
facing walls.

Vascular Plants

123) English Nature’s criteria for the selection of S&8h the basis of their vascular flora use a
scoring system based upon the known frequencyetfiap in the UK. It is appropriate to use a
similar system here, but to adapt it to reflectlaather than national importance. The scoring
system is set out in the table below.

Status Score
Nationally rare (i.e. UK Red Data Book) 100
Nationally scarce 50
Rare in Kent (i.e. Kent Red Data Book 1, 2, 3 ast&tus) 40
Scarce in Kent (Not KRDB, but known to occur in <BINTY tetrads) 25

VP1

A site with one nationally rare species should beekected as a Wildlife Site if
It supports the largest population of that species a particular Natural Area;
AND/OR
It is the only occurrence of that species in the cmty.

VP2

Any site scoring at least 150 using the system smit above should be selected as a Wildlife
Site.

VP3

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more vascular plant species withithe county or within a particular natural
area, and where this decision is ratified throughhe decision-making process for the
identification and delineation of Wildlife Sites.

Invertebrates

124) Currently, the invertebrate fauna of Kent is ingudintly known to allow the setting of
minimum thresholds for the identification of WiltdliSites on the basis of invertebrate
communities. However, the county undoubtedly suiggewme outstanding invertebrate sites,
and it is considered appropriate to have a mechabjswhich their importance can be
recognised.
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IN1

A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site whetiteis considered by an appropriately expert
organisation or individual as being of importance ér the maintenance of the conservation
status of one or more invertebrate species withirhe county or within a particular natural
area, and where this decision is ratified throughhe decision-making process for the
identification of Wildlife Sites.

Amphibians and reptiles

125) A set of criteria for selection of Wildlife Sites ¢he basis of their amphibian fauna has been
drawn up by the Kent Reptile and Amphibian Growgpthee relevant expert organisation. The
criteria are based on a scoring system which fahmdasis of the selection of Sites of Special
Scientific Interest for amphibians. This scoringtsyn is set out in the table below.

Species Method Low population Good population Exceptional population
Score 1 Score 2 Score 3

Gt crested newt  Seen or netted in day <5 5-50 >50
Counted at night <10 10-100 >100

Smooth newt Netted in day or counted at night <10 0-1a0 >100

Palmate newt Netted in day or counted at night <10 10-100 >100

Common toad Estimated <500 500-5000 >5000
Counted <100 100-1000 >1000

Common frog Spawn clumps counted <50 50-500 >500

Notes
a) If four species are present, add 1 point; if fipedes are present, add two points to the total.
b) Daytime netting should be carried out for a 15 rtemueriod for sites with less than 50m of
water’s edge, for 30 minutes for sites with 50mMi@@m of water’s edge, and so on.

126) The use of a scoring system allows sites with etxaegl populations to be identified, as
well as sites with good assemblages of a rangpetfiss.

127) Itis considered appropriate that the identificatod Wildlife Sites on the basis of their
reptile fauna uses the methodology established-bglife to identify Key reptile Sites. This is
similar to the above system in that it uses a sgmsystem, and that it identifies
a) Sites which support a good assemblage of species;

b) Sites which support high populations of one or nspecies; and
c) Sites of importance for locally rare species.

The scoring system for identifying Key Reptile Site set out in the table below. It should be based
on the maximum number of adult animals seen undiéicel refugia (placed at a density of up to
10 per hectare) or by general observation by oneopdn one day.

Species Low population Good population Exceptional population
Score 1 Score 2 Score 3

Adder <5 5-10 >10

Grass shake <5 5-10 >10

Viviparous lizard <5 5-20 >20

Slow worm <5 5-20 >20
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128) Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group consider that adslsufficiently rare and threatened in
Kent that ‘good’ or ‘exceptional’ populations shdude considered for selection as Wildlife
Sites.

129) Guidance on the selection of biological SSSIs stafay breeding site of [natterjack toad
or great crested newt] adjacent to an existing S8&lld be considered for inclusion in the
SSSI." It is considered appropriate to includenailsir provision here.

AM1
All sites with an exceptional population of great rested newts should be selected as Wildlife
Sites.

AM2
Sites should be selected as Wildlife Sites if thegore a total of at least 5 points based on the
system detailed above.

AM3
For the purposes of selecting Wildlife Sites on thieasis of their amphibian fauna, a site may
be

A single water body;

OR

A collection of water bodies supporting a metapopuaition of on or more species.

AM4
Where a site has been selected as a Wildlife Site the basis of its amphibian fauna, the
boundary should be drawn to include
Semi-natural vegetation immediate adjacent to the gnd;
OR
Where great crested newts are present, areas of senatural vegetation linking nearby
ponds where this vegetation may be considered cial to the functioning of a
metapopulation.

AM5
Where a breeding pond used by great crested newts adjacent to an existing or proposed
Wildlife Site, the pond should be included within he Wildlife Site boundary.

RE1
Sites should be selected as Wildlife Sites whereetsite
Supports three or more reptile species;
OR
Supports two snake species;
OR
Supports an exceptional population of one species;
OR
Supports an assemblage of species scoring at ledgioints using the system set out
above;
OR
Supports a ‘good’ or ‘exceptional’ population of adler.
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Birds

130) A set of criteria has been established by KentiBohbgical Society, as the relevant expert
organisation, for the selection of Wildlife Sites the basis of their bird fauna (which is here
taken to mean the naturally occurring populationital birds on a site). The criteria are based
on established criteria for the selection of StteSpecial Scientific Interest, and on the Kent
Red Data Book.

131) The criteria are intended to be applied to aredsbitat which are more-or-less discrete and
homogenous. For example, a large block of woodsmaild not be treated as part of the same
site as a large block of farmland. However, amately mixed area of small fields, hedges and
small woods may be treated as a unit, as may thehscrub, swamp, marsh and open water
vegetation associated with flood plains or aroupahaoned quarries.

132) The criteria have been designed to recognise
a) The rarity of certain breeding and wintering bipgksies;
b) Birds which may be considered vulnerable becausie plopulations are in decline;
c) Birds which are vulnerable because of their colomégsting habitats;
d) Birds which may be considered vulnerable becausie tion-breeding populations are
concentrated in a small number of sites; and
e) Sites of importance for the presence of a diversHigpecies.

Bl1
A site should be selected as a Wildlife Site if @an be considered as a single, identifiable unit
(as explained above) in terms of its bird fauna an@vhere
- Itis occupied regularly by at least 2.5% of the conty population of any one or more
bird species, based on the most recent and authaative data;
OR
It is occupied regularly as a breeding site by spexs with a Kent population of 50 or
fewer territories;
OR
It holds ten or more Kent Red Data Book 2 (KRDB2) gecies in the breeding season;
OR
It holds three or more Kent Red Data Book 3 (KRDB3)species at the appropriate time
of year (normally this should not include a combin&ion of breeding and wintering
species);
OR
It holds one of the five largest colonies of coloal seabirds (with the exception of
herring gull and black-headed gull), grey heron, litle egret or sand martin;
OR
It is occupied regularly by 5% or more of the couny population of any one or more
species in non-breeding seasons, based on the nresent and authoritative data;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 50 breeding
bird species;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 60 wintering
bird species;
OR
It has been recorded as being regularly used in reat years by at least 100 passage
bird species.
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Other considerations

Composite sites
OoT1
Where a site includes a number of different habitatypes, each habitat should normally
qualify as a Wildlife Site in its own right in order to be included. The exceptions to this are
- Where specific reference is made in policies relaig to individual habitat types;
OR
Where the site qualifies on the basis of species iwh use the set of habitats as a whole;
OR
Where expert opinion determines that the habitats pesent, taken together, may be
considered more important than the sum of their pats, based upon either habitat
features, species features, or a combination of bgtand where this decision is ratified
through the decision-making process for the identi€ation of Wildlife Sites.

oT2

Where a site supports a number of different speciesf recognised national or county
importance, but does not qualify as a Wildlife Sitaunder the species criteria set out above, the
site may still qualify as a Wildlife Site where, inthe opinion of an appropriately expert
organisation or individual, the combination of spetes present renders the site of substantive
nature conservation value in a county context, and/here this decision is ratified through the
decision-making process for the identification of Wdlife Sites.

OT3

Where a site does not qualify as a Wildlife Site wter any of the criteria set out in this
document, it may still qualify as a Wildlife Site where, in the opinion of an appropriately
expert organisation or individual, the features otthe site are such that it should be considered
of substantive nature conservation value in a cougitcontext, and where this decision is
ratified through the decision-making process for tke identification of Wildlife Sites.

oT4
In determining whether a site is of sufficient natwe conservation importance to qualify as a
Wildlife Site, consideration may be given to the pential, rather than actual value of a site,
but only where
The potential of the site can be realised through acheme of management which is
practically possible;
There is a real possibility that an appropriate syeem of management can be
implemented in the short to medium term; and
The site would qualify as a Local Wildlife Site uner other criteria once its potential
was realised.

OT5
Once an area has been designated as a Wildlife Sitery careful consideration should be
given before the designation is removed from partraall of the site. Deselection of part or all
of a Wildlife Site should only generally occur
To correct mapping or other errors;
To take into account built development; or
Where irrevocable change has resulted in the los$ the feature(s) for which the site
was designated.
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Where part or all of a site has been damaged or hakegraded, deselection should not take
place unless it is clear that there is no potentidbr repair or restoration of the feature(s) of
special interest for which the site was designated.

Delineation of boundaries

133) The boundary to any Wildlife Site should normaleydrawn tightly around the qualifying
habitat or site using either the Kent Habitat SyrmeOrdnance Survey 1:10000 scale map tiles
(or Ordnance Survey 1:1250 map tiles for partidylamall sites). The exceptions to this are
a) Where expert opinion determines that it is necggsainclude a buffer of non-qualifying
habitat to protect a particularly vulnerable hatataspecies; or

b) Where for clarity it is easier to present a sitarmary which coincides with an established
boundary shown on the relevant scale Ordnance $una@, or with a clear ownership or
management boundary.

134) In the case of either exception, it must be madarabn the relevant citation document why
the boundary was set as shown.
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Procedure for selection and designation of Local Wi Idlife Sites in Kent

135)

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grouf) ke the body responsible for the

selection and designation of Wildlife Sites in Kand Medway. As part of this role, it will
establish, and review as necessary, the criteriahigh Wildlife Sites are selected. As such, the
Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group wit as the Local Sites Partnership for Kent
and Medway, in the meaning of the DEFRA guidance.

136)

In its role as the Local Sites Partnership for Kéme Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering

Group will be responsible for

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)

137)

Overseeing the setting, publishing, monitoring esdewing the criteria for the

identification and delineation of Local Wildlifet8s in Kent;

Ensuring that the criteria and relevant procedtolsw national guidelines for such
systems;

Acting as an expert body to advise on the appboatif criteria and to ensure consistency of
application;

Overseeing consultation with outside organisatmmshe criteria and system; and

Where appropriate, and at its discretion, actingnastor to any organisation or individual
submitting a proposal for the identification, reersor deselection of a Local Wildlife Site.

In its role as the Local Sites Partnership for Kéme Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering

Group does not have any formal planning resporisibit is role of the relevant local planning
authorities to

a)

b)
c)

138)

Decide whether or not to show or describe in asgllplanning documents the Local
Wildlife Sites identified by the Kent BiodiversiBartnership Steering Group;

Decide how strategic planning policies will be apglto Local Wildlife Sites; and

Be responsible for all planning matters relateidoal Wildlife Sites within their respective
administrative areas, including making appropriafgesentation at planning inquiries or
other hearings.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Groupynad its discretion, establish a Site

Selection Panel, the function of which will be i@kiate candidate Wildlife Sites, and to make
recommendations to the Kent Biodiversity Partngr8ieering Group as to which sites should
be identified as Local Wildlife Sites.

139)

The Site Selection Panel shall consist of no feWwan five representatives drawn from the

membership of the Kent Biodiversity Partnershipe8tey Group.

140)

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grouf, \at its discretion, seek funding, or

support bids by others for funding, in order toypte the necessary administrative support for
the operation of the Local Wildlife Sites systenKient and Medway.

141)

Administrative support and day-to-day managemeth®fiocal Wildlife Sites system in

Kent and Medway will be carried out by Kent WildiTrust, subject to the availability of
appropriate resources. The Trust witkter alia,:

a)
b)

c)
d)
e)

Seek to identify sites which may qualify for selestas Local Wildlife Sites.

Provide the initial evaluation (including any ssi@rvey as appropriate) of proposed Local
Wildlife Sites against established criteria;

Draw up supporting documents, including citatiocutoents and boundary maps;
Circulate documents for consultation as appropriate

Maintain a register of Local Wildlife Sites;
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Maintain a register of details of land ownershipgl a
Carry out other appropriate activities, as deteeaiby the Kent Biodiversity Partnership
Steering Group, including the co-ordination of aggemme of site monitoring.

The following procedure is to be followed in théestion and designation of Local Wildlife

Sites.

a)

b)

f)

¢)

h)

Kent Wildlife Trust will

i) Keep a register of all designated Wildlife Site«ient;

i) Seek to identify sites which might qualify for dgsation as Wildlife Sites;

iii) Receive suggestions from outside agencies andithdils for sites which might qualify
as Wildlife Sites.

Where potential Local Wildlife Sites are identifiadder 8a(ii) and 8a(iii) above, Kent
Wildlife Trust will gather the information necesgdo ascertain whether or not the site
qualifies as a Local Wildlife Site under the crideset out in this document. This will
normally involve site survey to determine the bi@asity interest of the site, and to
determine appropriate site boundaries.

A draft citation document for the site will be drawp where

i) A site clearly qualifies as a Local Wildlife Siteder the selection criteria; or

i) Where further expert opinion is required to deteenihether the site would qualify as a
Local Wildlife Site under the selection criteria.

Where a site clearly does not qualify as a Wild8ite, a set of detailed notes will be drawn
up, explaining the basis of this judgement.

Where sites are resurveyed, Kent Wildlife Trust wil

i) Draw up a draft revised citation document for the where changes to the site
description or site boundaries are required; or

i) Draw up clear notes where it is considered a bitellsl be deleted in its entirety.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group @onsider, at an appropriate meeting,

all outstanding

i) Draft citation documents;

i) Draft revised citation documents;

iii) Notes relating to potential sites which have beamé not to qualify as Wildlife Sites;
and

iv) Notes relating to sites proposed for deletion.

The Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group thien determine whether a site

i) Should be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site asaétin the draft citation document;
i) Should be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site, buthwa revised citation or boundary;
iii) Should not be confirmed as a Local Wildlife Site;

iv) Should be deleted as a Local Wildlife Site; or

v) Should be deferred for consideration at a furtheeting.

If the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Grdwgs chosen to operate with a Site
Selection Panel, then it will be the purpose dof ffanel to give full consideration to the
matters set out in f) and g) above, and to makeogpiate recommendations to a meeting of
the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steering Groupwdver, it will be the responsibility of
the Steering Group to confirm or reject any recomaagions.
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i) Where it is unclear whether a site meets the astedal criteria for selection as a Local
Wildlife Site, or where its selection requires cdesation of appropriate expert opinion,
then the Kent Biodiversity Partnership Steeringupro
i) Should give a considered opinion, which shouldhgemajority view of those present at

the relevant meeting, and which should be consiteireding as the Steering Group’s
view on the matter; or
i) Should seek the opinion of one or more relevanedsp

b) Prior to making any formal recommendations, the @vor owners of the site, and the
relevant Local Planning Authority or Authoritieiadl be given the opportunity to make
observations relating to whether or not a site @ostthe feature or features considered to be
of importance, and to whether the site meets titerier for designation of Local Wildlife
Sites. This consultation should be confined todectelating directly to these Local
Wildlife Site selection criteria.

c) Following its decision, Kent Wildlife Trust will éw up a confirmed citation document and
site boundary plan, and will distribute copies to
i) The landowner;
i) The appropriate local planning authority;
iii) Other interested agencies as appropriate.

143) This procedure will only apply to new Wildlife S#eor to sites which are resurveyed as part
of the on-going monitoring of the county’s Wildlifstes, or to sites which are reassessed for
other reasons. All Local Wildlife Sites in Kent aktiédway which were designated under
previous systems and/or criteria, and which wetegrised by Kent Wildlife Trust as Sites of
Nature Conservation Interest at the time of adopbibthe current criteria and procedures, will
continue to be recognised as Local Wildlife Sites.
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Appendix 1 Ancient Woodland Indicator Species in Ke nt

Species

Acer campestre

Adoxa moschatellina
Agrimonia procera
Agropyron caninum
Allium ursinum

Alnus glutinosa
Anagallis minima
Anemone nemorosa
Aquilegia vulgaris
Blechnum spicant
Bromus benekenii
Bromus ramosus
Calamagrostis epigejos
Campanula trachelium
Cardamine bulbifera
Cardamine impatiens
Carex laevigata

Carex ovalis

Carex pallescens
Carex pendula

Carex remota

Carex strigosa

Carex sylvatica
Carpinus betulus
Centaurium pulchellum
Cephalanthera longifolia
Chrysosplenium alternifolium
Chrysosplenium oppossitifolium
Circaea lutetiana
Conopodium majus
Convallaria majalis
Cordalis claviculata
Crataegus laevigata
Daphne laureola
Dipsacus pilosus
Dryopteris aemula
Dryopteris pseudomas
Epipactis helleborine
Epipactis leptochila
Epipactis phyllanthes
Epipactis purpurata
Equisetum sylvaticum
Euonymus europaeus
Euphorbia amygdaloides
Festuca gigantea
Frangula alnus

Galium ordratum
Gnaphalium sylvaticum
Helleborus foetidus
Helleborus viridis
Holcus mollis
Hypericum androsaemum
Hypericum maculatum
Hypericum montanum
llex aquifolium

Iris foetidissima
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
Lathraea squamaria
Lathyrus montanus
Lathyrus sylvestris

English name Notes
Field maple 1
Moschatel

Fragrant agrimony

Bearded couch

Ramsons

Alder 1
Chaffweed

Wood anemone

Columbine 1,2
Hard fern

Lesser hairy brome 3
Hairy brome

Wood small reed

Nettle-leaved bellflower

Coral root bittercress 2
Narrow-leaved bittercress 2
Smooth-stalked sedge

Oval sedge

Pale sedge

Pendulous sedge 1
Remote sedge

Thin-spiked wood sedge 2
Wood sedge

Hornbeam

Lesser centaury

Narrow-leaved Helleborine 2
Alternate-leaved golden saxifrage 2
Opposite-leaved golden saxifrage
Enchanters nightshade

Pignut
Lily of the valley 1,2
Climbing corydalis 2

Midland hawthorn

Spurge laurel

Small teasel 2
Hay-scented buckler fern

Scaly male fern 2
Broad-leaved helleborine
Narrow-lipped helleborine 2
Green-flowered helleborine 3
Purple helleborine 2
Wood horsetail 2
Spindle 1
Wood spurge

Giant fescue

Alder buckthorn 2
Woodruff

Heath cudweed

Stinking hellebore

Green hellebore

Creeping soft grass

Tutsan

Imperforate St. John’s Wort
Pale St. John’s Wort 2
Holly 1
Stinking iris

Yellow archangel

Toothwort

Wood vetch

Narrow-leaved everlasting pea 2

SIS NY

Notes: 1 = Only include if occur well within a wood and dot appear to be planted 2 = Restricted 3reRa
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Luzula forsteri

Luzula pilosa

Luzula sylvatica
Lysimachia nemorum
Malus sylvestris
Melampyrum pratense
Melica uniflora

Milium effusum
Monotropa hypopitys
Naricissus pseudonarcissus
Neottia nidus-avis
Ophrys insectifera
Orchis mascula

Orchis purpurea
Oxalis acetosella

Paris quadrifolia
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Pimpinella major
Platanthera bifolia
Platanthera chlorantha
Poa nemoralis
Polygonatum multiflorum
Polygonum dumetorum
Polypodium vulgare
Polystichum aculeatum
Polyystichum setiferum
Populus tremula
Primula vulgaris
Prunus avium

Pyrus communis
Quercus petraea
Radiola linoides
Ranunculus auricomus
Rhamnus cartharticus
Ribes nigrum

Rosa arvensis

Ruscus aculeatus
Sanicula europae
Scirpus sylvaticus
Scorphularia nodosa
Scutellaria minor
Sedum telephium
Serratula tinctoria
Solidago virgaurea
Sorbus aria

Sorbus aucuparia
Sorbus torminalis
Stachys officinalis
Stellaria neglecta
Thelypteris oreopteris
Tilia cordata

Ulmus glabra
Vaccinium myrttillus
Valeriana dioica
Veronica montana
Viburnum opulus

Vicia sylvatica

Viola odorata

Viola reichenbachiana
Wahlenbergia hederacea
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Southern woodrush

Hairy woodrush

Great woodrush

Yellow pimpernel

Crab apple 1
Cow wheat

Wood melick

Wood millet

Yellow bird’s nest 2
Wild daffodil 1
Birds nest orchid

Fly orchid 2
Early purple orchid

Lady orchid 2
Wood sorrel

Herb paris

Harts tongue fern

Greater burnet saxifrage

Lesser butterfly orchid

Greater butterfly orchid

Wood meadow grass

Common solomon’s seal

Copse bindweed 1,2
Common polypody

Hard shield fern 2
Soft shield fern

Aspen

Primrose 1
Cherry
Wild pear
Sessile oak 1
Allseed

Goldilocks buttercup

Buckthorn 1
Black currant 1
Field rose 1
Butcher’s broom
Sanicle

Wood club rush
Common figwort
Lesser skullcap
Orpine

Sawwort

Goldenrod
Whitebeam

Rowan

Wild service tree
Betony

Greater chickweed
Lemon-scented fern
Small leaved lime
Wych elm

Bilberry

Marsh valerian 1
Wood speedwell
Guelder rose
Wood vetch
Sweet violet
Early dog violet
Ivy-leaved bellflower 2

PP e

PwoN
N

RN

Notes: 1 = Only include if occur well within a wood and dot appear to be planted 2 = Restricted 3reRa
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Appendix 2 Indicators of Unimproved Acid Grassland in Kent

Species

Achillea ptarmica

Aira caryophyllea

Aira praecox
Anagallis tenella
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex demissa

Carex distans

Carex nigra

Carex panicea

Carex pillulifera
Dactylorhiza maculata
Danthonia decumbens
Deschampsia flexuosa
Euphrasia anglica
Festuca tenuifolia
Galium saxatile
Galium verum
Genista anglica
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Isolepis setaceus
Lathyrus montanus
Luzula multiflora
Lychnis flos-cuculi
Moenchia erecta
Molinea caerulea
Ornithopus perpusillus
Pedicularis sylvatica
Pilosella officinarum
Plantago coronopus
Polygala serpyllifolia
Polygala vulgaris
Potentilla argentea
Potentilla erecta
Ranunculus flammula
Saxifraga granulata
Scleranrhus annuus
Spergulgaria rubra
Stachys officinalis
Succisa pratensis
Trifolium glomeratum

Trifolium ornithopodioides

Trifolium scabrum
Trifolium striatum
Trifolium subterraneum
Viola canina

Viola riviniana

Bryophytes

Brachythecium albicans

Hypnum jutlandicum

English name Notes
Sneezewort
Silver hair-grass
Early hair-grass
Bog pimpernel
Harebell
Common yellow sedge
Distant sedge
Common sedge
Carnation sedge 1
Pill sedge
Heath spotted orchid
Heath grass
Wavy hair grass
Eyebright sp
Fine-leaved sheep’s fescue
Heath bedstraw
Lady’s bedstraw
Petty whin
Marsh pennywort 1
Bristle club rush
Bitter vetch
Heath wood-rush
Ragged robin 1
Upright chickweed
Purple moor grass 1
Birds-foot
Lousewort 1
Mouse-ear hawkweed
Buckshorn plantain
Heath milkwort
Common milkwort
Hoary cinquefoil
Tormentil
Lesser spearwort 1
Meadow saxifrage
Annual knawel
Sand spurrey
Betony
Devils bit
Clustered clover
Fenugreek
Rough clover
Knotted clover
Subterranean clover
Heath dog violet
Common dog violet

= =
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Appendix 3 Indicators of Unimproved Chalk Grassland

Species

Aceras anthropophorum

Acinos arvensis
Anthyllis vulneraria
Arabis hirsuta
Asperula cynanchica
Astragalus glycyphyllos
Avenula pratensis
Avenula pubescens
Blackstonia perfoliata
Briza media
Campanula glomerata
Campanula rotundifolia
Carex caryophyllea
Carlina vulgaris
Centaurea scabiosa

Cephalanthera damasonium

Cirsium acaule
Cirsium eriophorum
Clinopodium vulgare
Coeloglossum viride
Danthonia decumbens

Euphrasia pseudokerneri

Festuca ovina
Filipendula vulgaris
Gentianella amarella

Helianthemum nummularium

Hippocrepis comosa
Juncus subnodulosus
Koeleria macrantha
Leontodon hispidus
Linum bienne

Linum catharticum
Listera ovata
Onobrychis viciifolia

Ophioglossum vulgatum

Ophrys apifera
Ophrys insectifera
Orchis masula
Origanum vulgare
Orobanche elatior
Pilosella officinarum
Pimpinella saxifraga
Plantago media
Polygala austriaca
Polygala calcarea
Polygala vulgaris
Primula veris
Ranunculus bulbosus
Rhinanthus minor
Salvia pratensis
Sanguisorba minor
Scabiosa columbaria
Spiranthes spiralis
Thymus praecox
Thymus pulegioides
Trisetum flavescens
Viola hirta

Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

English name
Man orchid
Basil thyme
Kidney vetch
Hairy rock cress
Sginancywort
Wild liquorice
Meadow oat-grass
Downy oat-grass
Yellow-wort
Quaking grass
Clustered bellflower
Harebell
Spring sedge
Carline thistle
Greater knapweed
White helleborine
Dwarf thistle
Woolly thistle
Wild basil
Frog orchid
Heath grass
Eyebright
Sheep’s Fescue
Dropwort
Autumn gentian
Common rock rose
Horseshoe vetch
Blunt-flowered rush
Crested hair grass
Rough hawkbit
Pale flax
Fairy flax
Common twayblade
Sainfoin
Adder’ s-tongue fern
Bee orchid
Fly orchid
Early purple orchid
Marjoram
Knapweed broomrape
Mouse-ear hawkweed
Burnet saxifrage
Hoary plantain
Dwarf milkwort
Chalk milkwort
Common milkwort
Cowslip
Bulbous buttercup
Yellow rattle
Meadow clary
Salad burnet
Small scabious
Autumn lady’s tresses
Thyme

Large thyme
Yellow oat-grass
Hairy violet

in Kent

Notes

At rabbit burrows

In damp areas

East Kent
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Appendix 4 Indicators of Unimproved Neutral Grassla

Species

Achillea ptarmica
Agrimonia odorata
Ajuga reptans
Alopecurus bulbosus
Anagallis tenella
Avenula pubescens
Briza media

Bromus commutatus
Bromus racemosus
Caltha palustris
Carex caryophyllea
Carex distans

Carex disticha
Carex divisa

Carex flacca

Carex nigra

Carex ovalis

Carex pallescens
Centaurea nigra
Dactylorhiza incarnata

Dactylorhiza praetermissa

Festuca pratensis
Genista tinctoria
Hordeum maritum
Hordeum secalinum
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Lathyrus montanus
Lathyrus nissolia
Lotus tenuis

Lotus uliginosus
Lychnis flos-cuculi
Lysimachia nummularia
Oenanthe lachenalii
Oenanthe pimpinelloides
Oenanthe silaifolia
Ononis spinosa
Ophioglossum vulgaris
Orchis morio
Petroselinum segetum
Pimpinella saxifraga
Polygala vulgaris
Primula veris

Pulicaria dysenterica
Rhinanthus minor
Scirpus sylvaticus
Senecio erucifolius
Silaum silaus

Sison amomum
Stachys officinalis
Succisa pratensis
Trifolium fragiferum
Trifolium medium
Triglochin palustris
Valeriana dioica
Valeriana officinalis
Vicia cracca

Viola riviniana

Local Wildlife Sites in Kent: Selection and Delitiea v1.3 Adopted 9 Feb 2006

English name
Sneezewort
Fragrant agrimony
Bugle
Bulbous foxtail
Bog pimpernel
Downy oat grass
Quaking grass
Meadow brome
Smooth brome
Marsh marigold
Spring sedge
Distant sedge
Brown sedge
Divided sedge
Glaucous sedge
Common sedge
Oval sedge
Pale sedge
Common knapweed
Early marsh orchid
Southern marsh orchid
Meadow fescue
Dyers greenwood
Sea barley
Meadow barley
Marsh pennywort
Bitter vetch
Grass vetchling
Narrow leaved bird’s-foot-trefolil
Greater bird’s-foot-trefoil
Ragged robin
Creeping jenny
Parsley water-dropwort
Corky fruited water-dropwort
Narrow leaved water-dropwort
Spiny restharrow
Adder’s-tongue fern
Green winged orchid
Corn parsley
Burnet saxifrage
Common milkwort
Cowslip
Fleabane
Yellow rattle
Wood club-rush
Hoary ragwort
Pepper saxifrage
Stone parsley
Betony
Devils bit scabious
Strawberry clover
Zigzag clover
Marsh arrowgrass
Marsh valerian
Common valerian
Tufted vetch
Common dog violet

Notes 1 = Occurs on grazing marsh 2 = Occurs mglareas

nd in Kent

Notes
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