Kent Wildlife Trust Wildlife Study Day Information Sheet

No. | 38 | Title | Identification of the Fungi Il Date | Saturday 6th Nov

2010

No. of students | 15

Start time | 10am Finish time | 4pm

Leader

Joyce Pitt — one of the county’s leading mycologists, who has
long experience of teaching adult education classes and
leading field studies in this subject. Her exceptional
experience of this location will ensure we have an outstanding
day.

Who should attend

It will be aimed at those with some experience of the fungi.

Meeting place

Southborough Common (parking near church). The car
parking area for Southborough Common is at TQ575428, just
off the main road into Southborough from Tonbridge.

Other sites to be visited

We shall spend the whole day in the field.

Programme

We shall begin with a brief introduction to macro fungi and
their habitats, then visit the wood. During the day we shall
consider the physical features of specimens which will lead to
identification.

We shall take the opportunity to visit the various woodland
areas, the open rides and the heathland.

Subjects to be covered

Physical characteristics, habitats, mycorrhizal associations
and other identification features. Advice will be given on
books.

We shall consider the question of edibility, but this study day
is for those wishing to understand and identify the fungi — for
scientific and interest purposes — not for the kitchen!!

What to bring

Hand lens essential 8x or 10x (some will be available for loan
on the day).

Clothing and footwear appropriate to the weather conditions —
it is usually wet in some parts of the wood.

Bring packed lunch. There are no toilets on this site.

Other information

Please note that the focus of the day is not to collect edible
species. There will be no collecting except for the purpose of
identification.

At many sites (eg SSSI's and nature reserves) collecting is
not allowed except for authorised educational and scientific
purposes. We seek to understand the place of the fungi in the
context of wildlife ecology rather than the human food chain!!
Please note that there are no toilet facilities
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