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Kent Wildlife Trust Wildlife Study Day Information Sheet 
 
No. 32 Title Autumn Migration in North Kent  Date Friday 10 th 

September 
2010 

No. of students 5-15 Start time 10am Finish time 4 - 4.30pm 
Leader  Tony Swandale , KWT Warden for Sandwich & Pegwell Bay 

NNR (formerly Oare Marshes), has 20 years’ experience 
surveying birds and leading birdwatching courses. 
Rob Clements  is a leading authority on birds of prey who has 
an intimate knowledge of the birdlife in this part of the county. 

Who should attend Birders of all abilities who wish to improve their identification 
skills and learn more about birds.  Beginners are particularly 
welcome. 

Meeting place Elmley RSPB reserve car park, map ref.:  TQ939680 
Elmley Nature Reserve is sign posted from the A249 about 
one mile after Kingsferry Bridge on the Isle of Sheppey. 

Other sites to be visited Optional afternoon visit to Oare Marshes Nature Reserve near 
Faversham (time permitting) 

Subjects to be covered 1. Identification of birds of prey, waders & wildfowl 
2. Raptors of the North Kent Marshes:  their 

characteristics, habitats and behaviour 
Programme The Isle of Sheppey is one of the best sites in the UK for 

observing birds of prey and the Swale estuary is regularly 
used by ospreys on passage to Africa.  Other typical species 
at this time of year include marsh harrier, peregrine, merlin, 
common buzzard and hobby. 
 
The North Kent Marshes is also an internationally important 
area for wildfowl and wading birds.  The visit coincides with 
one of the higher ‘Spring’ tides when the maximum number of 
waders roost on the floods and scrapes and passage migrants 
such as curlew sandpiper, little stint and black-tailed godwit 
will be stopping off en route to their wintering grounds. 
 
Participants will be given instruction on how to identify the 
various species in the field together with information about the 
characteristics, habitats and behaviour of these birds. 

What to bring Binoculars and a telescope if you have one.  Please come 
prepared for all kinds of weather, wear walking sho es or 
boots and bring waterproofs – just in case.  Binoculars will 
be available to borrow free of charge – please ring Tony 
Swandale before the event if you wish to reserve a pair 
(number below).  Please bring a packed lunch, drink and a 
rucksack or bag for carrying it. 

Other information There are toilets at Elmley Reserve. 
For further information contact Tony Swandale on 07889 
822412 
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